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We acknowledge with thanks contributions by :

Paul Altmann, Fred Rose, Max Arnott. Stephen Dale, Peter Lasky, Klaus Loewald, Bern
Brent, Gerald Cunningham, Eva Duldig, Dr.Hans Lausch, Peter Eden, Hans Jacobus,
Marianne Dacy, Martin Shelton (Dr. Rudolf Dunn), Emil Witten family, Vernon Pearce

(Werner Peritz), Jonathan Borchard, Ken Sutton, Graham Heywood (Guenter Heilbut)
Henry Lippmann.

Some delays may have to occur, not everything may be published in full. Your interest
keeps our journal going, please keep it up.

Since our last issue in October 1996, we have learned with regret the passing of :

Jim Heynemann (Perth), John Fletcher (Melbourne), Paul EKupfer
(Sydney), Moshe Rimon (Israel), Hans Pasch (USA), Edward
Kassner (UK), B.A. Lipmann (Melbourne), Gerry Meier
(Melbourne). '

Our sincere condolences go out to their families.



SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HAY-TATURA ASSOCIATION
“Tuesday 12" November 1996, 11.15 a/m at Beverley Crest Hotel, St. Kilda

Present : M. Sondheim, H. Jacobs, P. Tikotin, W. Loewenstein, K. Lewinski,
G. Cunningham

Apologies : E. Eckstein ( overseas )
AGM 1995 Minutes were read and confirmed

President's Annual Report (Mike Sondheim):

1. Endeavours are continuing to obtain details of the 47 victims lost due to
enemy action on return voyage to Britain during WW2. No definite progress
although direct contact with Home Office in London via UK High
Commissioner, Canberra, looks promising.

Rabbi Lubovsky, President of Jewish Museum, has heard of this ill-fated
journey, is most interested in our endeavours and offers help, if possible.

2. Proceeds of the Leonhard Adam exhibition catalogue sales have been offered
to us, we have suggested 50/50 sharing with Tatura Museum, and our 50%
to be passed on to Melbourne Jewish Museum, awaiting decision.

3. The Tatura Museum, so pleased with the success of the Leonhard Adam
exhibition, plan to arrange another exhibition by Dunera Internees, some time
in 1897.

4. The policy of sending hampers to our boys in hospitals, nursing homes, etc to
be repeated this year.

Treasurer's report presented by Horst Jacobs shows finances in healthy state, was
adopted, moved by Mike Sondheim, seconded Kurt Lewinski.

Office Bearer's election : No nominations having been received, the incumbent
committee is continuing for another year, excepting Peter Tikotin who wishes to resign
on account of too frequent absence, he agreed to stay on pending a suitable
replacement to be found.

President Mike Sondheim, Deputy President Kurt Lewinski, Treasurer Horst Jacobs,
Secretary Eric Eckstein, Gen. Committee Werner Loewenstein

Horst Jacobs moved a vote of thanks to Mike Sondheim for his continued efforts as
president, seconded by all committee members.

The meeting closed at 11.45 am.

Acting Hon. Secretary

Kurt Lewinski
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

“THE 47 LOST AT SEA" : We have reached a new phase with new hope of success.
Jonathan BORCHARD, grandson of Emst BORCHARDT, an Arandorra Star survivor
and co-Dunera passenger to Melbourne and straight to camp 1 Tatura, is involved in a
family study, and following my advice is in touch with the Home Office in London. The
family migrated from Berlin in 1933, grandmother and son (Jonathan's father) about 7
years old, to England. The grandfather -divorced from grandmother in 1930- followed
about 1935, representing a German subsidiary in England. Jonathan's father was too
young to be interned, he died in 1986, left little or no information about the grandfather.
According to the grandmother’s diary notes, Ernst was on the ill-fated transport that left
Australia after the Themistocles, ie. after June 1942. His date of death is supposed to
be 29 Oct. 42 which must be date of the vessel, supposedly off the S/African coast.

If the Home Office can’t help, Jonathan will check all other possible Government
departments and Ministries. A great number of internees’ files, according to the Home
Office, no longer exist. But there must be some way of establishing the history of this
vessel and its passenger cargo. Hopefully, we can report a positive result in our next
issue in June.

If anyone remembers Ernst BORCHARDT from Dunera and camp days and can report
anything of interest of the man’s past, please contact us, the grandson would be most
grateful to fill in many gaps in the family history.

VISITORS to AUSTRALIA : Frank BERG ( Franz JULIUSBERG ) born Nov.1920 in
Breslau, with his wife Sylvia, from London, have this SAGA HOLIDAYS itinerary:
SYDNEY arrival 7 February early morning from Los Angeles, booked either Gazebo or
Boulevard Hotel. Rest of day free, except evening dinner with travel party. 8 February
free evening, departing following day but back in Sydney 24 Feb. and a free 25 Feb.
Frank has Henry Lippmann's and Ossie Wolkenstein's phone numbers who
presumably will be able to arrange the usual hospitality gathering.

MELBOURNE arrive 21 February late pm from Mt. Gambier, Rydges or Carlton Crest
accommodation, have contact phone nos. Kurt Lewinski and Horst Jacobs. Apparently
touring 22 Feb. but free day 23 Feb. before leaving for Sydney.

Frank was in Hay camp 8, this is first visit back to OZ.

Leonhard ADAM's daughter Marie-Clare, offered the Adam exhibition catalogue
proceeds to our association. The Committee decided to share the total of $ 795 equally
between the Tatura Museum and the Jewish Museum Melbourne, both of which
deserve continued financial support and gratefully acknowledged same. We thank
Marie-Clare for her generosity, she had covered the expense in Israel of this extremely
well prepared brochure, apart from all the other expenses in getting the pictures to
Australia and framed.

HAY War Memorial High School History Competition. Once again, we donated a $ 100
prize for the best essay by the year 10 students dealing with some “Dunera” subject.
This year the students had to deal with the topic of the important aspects of the Dunera
event for the people of Hay and the Australian community. The Bibliography used wre
all the well known books, all in their Library, as well as local documents, eg the Riverine
Grazier, their personal interviews taped in Sept. 1990 at our 50", and local research.



wFELAL AUIVIEO Visis [0 SOME OF OUTN 155 T0IUNale Lomiades Wio Can no onder lve
at home would be most appreciated. At present we know of these two:
Erwin FRENKEL, Special Accommodation, 854 Centre Road, East Bentleigh
John GRESHAM, Weerona, 400 Waverley Rd. East Malvern.

HAY CAMP 7 BANKNOTES continue to
attract increasing collectors’ interest. Recent
dealers’ auctions brought some astonishing
results. Some “negotiable” notes, i.e. as
issued to us at the time, numbered and
signed, and in mint condition, brought up
to $ 3000 (less commission & expenses).
One ftrial printing uncut sheet as illustrated
brought $ 7500. It came out of the C/wealth
Bank Hay branch. It must be a real rarity.
Max Bulluss, a prominent member of the
Numismatic Society, Sydney, is keeping a
computer record of all the notes that have
been through auction sales and/or have
been made known by owners in Australia
as well as overseas. The present tally is
over 200. Three years ago (D/News 29)
Bulluss recorded 186. The original number *
printed was about 1000 each, or 7 ?

By order, at the time, they had to be
destroyed as they contravened currency
regulations. There must be more about.

Mike Sondheim, Jan. 1957

Hay Internment Camp trial printing of the One Shilling
in an uncut vertical pair, non-black print phases, and
printed on both sides with each face of the sheet
showing both the obverse and reverse types. A couple
of light folds on this excessively rare, if not unique item.
Comes with the Commonwealth Bank Envelope (Hay
Branch) within which this group of notes has to date
been stored. $7,500

-

s ; Hans Lsusch ) r
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Associate Proieuo_r_ of H_ltheumics (Monash)

Dear Mr. Sondheim,

At the Dunera Luncheon you were kindly inquiring about the
progress about my project on contributions to the development of
mathematics in Australia by refugees from Nazi rule. :Here is 'my list' of
Dunera  mathematicians: Felix Behrend, Hans Buchdahl, Walter Freiberger,
Julius Guest, Martin Loeb, Friederich Mautner, Stefan Petd, Rainer Radok,
Uwe Radok, Gerry Schaefler, Mendel Weisser.

I am very thankful for good advice I received from several people
during the Luncheon. As I mentioned then, my information about Mautner,
especially post-1980, is still scarce.

Kind regards, N CQ’\\/k : 19‘96-11-19_l



Henry LIPPMANN sent us this article from the FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG
14 October 1996. Quite a number of our boys on return from Australia
joined the Forces, first the Pioneer Corps, and got into the thick of the

invasion, some paying the supreme sacrifice.

The JEWISH HONOURS LIST sent by Peter Eden, London, is printed
in this issue - it shows six names we can identify as DUNERA BOYS

Unter den ersten in der Normandie

Im zweiten Weltkrieg dienten zehntausend Deutsche in der
Britischen Armee - von Peter Leighton-Langer

cute sind sic alte Herren und schen

nicht so aus, als ob sic jemals etwas
anderes getan hétten, als thren burgeriichen
Berufen nachzugehen. [hr Alter stempelt sie
zu Knegsteilnehmern; daB sie aber etwas
Besonderes getan hatten, ist thnen nicht an-
zuschen. Die meisten von thnen leben in
England. andere sind uber den Rest der
Weit verstreut, selbst in Deutschland findet
man welche. Die Rede ist von den ehemali-
gen Mitghiedern einer Kommando-Einheit
der briuschen Armee, dic offiziell die Be-
zeichnung 3. Trupp, 10. Kommando™
tuhrie. Meistens wurden sie allerdings .. X-
Trupp™ genannt. ein Name, den Churchill
selbst ihnen gegeben haben soll. wahrend
man im Londoner Knegsministerium c¢her
vom .brniuschen Trupp im mterallierten
Kommando™ sprach. Besonders die letzte
Bezeichnung aber war falsch und dazu an-
getan, Informationssuchende uber den
wahren Charakter der Einheit in die Irre zu
fuhren, denn mit Ausnahme seines ersien
Kommandanten, der ein Waliser und somut
ein echter Brite war. hatten unter seinen
Mitgliedern fast alle die deutsche Staatsan-
gehorigkeit — was damals auch for Osterrei-
cher und Sudetendeutsche galt -, und die
wenigen anderen waren ungarischer Natio-
nalitat. Ein Dane war auch dabei.

Die Fakten uber diese Einheit sind zwar
schon seit den siebziger Jahren der Offent-
lichkeit zuginglich, merkwiirdigerweise
aber hat sich in Deutschland noch niemand
die Milhe gemacht, uber sie zu berichten,
wobei diese Truppe doch sicherlich die er-
folgreichste Form des deutschen Wider-
standes gegen die Nazis war. Der X-Trupp
wurde 1942 bes Harlech in Nordwales auf-
gestellt. Seine Existenz unteriag besonderer
Geheimhaltung. Von Anfang an war er
cine der effekuvsten Einbietten der briti-
schen Armee. Sane Mitglieder arbeiteten in
Gruppen von zwei bis funf Mann, die meist
anderen Einheiten zugeteilt wurden. Wo
immer sie eingesetzt wurden, waren sie¢ an
vorderster Front. So hatten sie Gberall
schwers Verluste, die aber immer wieder
durch Freiwillige ersetzt wurden, weswegen
im Laufe der Zeit mehr als 120 Mann im
X-Trupp dienten. Von diesen wurden sicb-
zehn zu Offizieren befordert, drei fur ihre
Tapferkeit im Felde, weitaus mehr als in
jeder anderen Einheit dhnlicher GroBe.

Die Mitglieder der Kommandos waren
aber nicht die einzigen Deutschen. die zwi-
schen 1939 und 1945 die britische Uniform
trugen. Insgesamt gab es um die 10000
deutsche Mitglieder der britischen Streit-
krifte in den Kricgsjahren, und dic briti-
sche Armee hatte eine Zeitlang sicbzehn je
300 Mann starke unabhingige Pionierkom-
panien, die entweder ausschliefllich oder
zum allergroBten Teil aus Deutschen be-
standen. Auch etwa 700 deutsche Frauen
dienten in den vierzehn Alied Volunteer
Plaroons des Auxiliary Tervitorial Ser-
vice, der weiblichen Hilfsorganisation der
Armee. Dazu kamen dic Wegbereiterkom-
panien aller Luftiandedivisionen, in denen
bis zu 40 Prozent Deutsche dienten, und
Tausende von einzelnen Deutschen, die in

der Armee, auf den
s " der - Muna und i ﬁ: Luft
s
diese lnE:shndhanc
es schon gegeon. Im 180
und 19. Jahrhundert war Deutsch nicht nur
die des Konigshefs, auch in der
Londgper City gab es Zeiten, zu denen
man fasl soviel Deutsch-wie Englisch
horte, und dhnliches galt fir anderer
Stidte, wie Bradford, S #pd auch

Bristol. Viele derer, die Deutsch sprachen,
waren Juden, doch war auch die Zahl der
nichtjidischen Deutschen betrachtlich.

Von 1933 an stromten jahrlich Tausende
von Flichtlingen auf die Insel, und dieser
Strom wurde von Jahr zu Jahr starker.
Doch nur denen, die glaubhaft machen
konnten, daB sie dem britischen Staat nicht
zur Last fallen wirden, wurde das begehrte
Visum erteilt. Diejenigen, dic es exﬁ.iclt:n.
waren also entweder begiitert, oder sic be-
saBen irgendwelche Fertigkeiten, an denen
es in England fehite, oder aber es stand fest,
daB sic England schnell wieder veriassen
wirden.

1938 kamen Osterreicher und Sudeten-
deutsche, dann schon zu deutschen Staats-
angehorigen geworden, zu den Deutschen

aus dem Reich, und im gleichen Jahr be-
gannen die bekannten Kindert
wobei judische und chnistliche Hllfsorgam
sationen Kinder von rassisch Verfolgten
nach England brachten.



Die etwa 70 000, die sich zu Knegsbe-
ginn 1939 in England befanden, waren ein
bunter Haufen. Mehr als dic Hilfte darfte
offiziell judischen Glaubens gewesen sein,
doch gab es auch ein starkes Element von
Leuten, weiche, von den Nimberger Geset-
zen zu Juden oder Mischlingen gestempelt,
sich selbst nicht zum Judentum bekannten;
dazu kamen die politischen Fliichtlinge und
schlieBlich auch eine nicht zu vernachlissi-
gende Gruppe von unpolifischen .an-
schen® Deutschen. Genaue. Zifferm sind
nicht bekannt. Die groBe Mehrhat war
birgerlicher Herkunft, doch muBten dic
Emigranten in viclen Fillen den sozialen
Absturz zu mittellosen Asylanten erieiden,
was viele, besonders unter den Jingeren,
nur schlecht verkrafteten. Nicht ganz zu
Unrecht fihlte sich mancher von scinen
Wohititern ausgenutzt. Etwa zwa Dnrttel
entstammten dem alten Reichsgebiet, wo
sie von Uberall herkamen, und das restliche
Drittel bestand groBtenteils aus Osterrei-
chern, vor allem aus Wien.

In Deutschland waren die Flichtlinge
der Hitler-Diktatur ausgeliefert gewesen.
Sobald sie nach England kamen, wollten
sie sich revanchieren. Sie waren Juden, De-
mokraten, Sozalisten, Konservative und
sonst recht fnedfertige Leute. Thre Einstel-
lungen gingen oftmals wast ausemander.
Ihr einziges gememsames Zaed war der Sturz
des NS-Regimes. Sie warea -bereit, _pdm.
der dicses Zu%::ue, als s i

Krieg, m pdem
akzrptlercnsmncrzmﬂenplolu:unc:l'len Abenteuer riskierte,
erwarteten sic mit Ungeduid. _

Als er begann, verlangten viele sofort, in
dic briischen Streitkrafte aufgenommen zu
werden. Besonders die !nsaf:g cines
Fluachtlingslagers in Richboro Kent,
wo an die 3500 jidische Fhichtlinge in fast
unbeheizbaren Baracken wa-
ren, wurden aktiv. Zu diesen auch
Freiwillige von auerhalb. Dic Briten aber
mus und ihre Unfahigkeit, sich in die Lage
der Deutschen zu versetzem, fuhrte dazu,
daB sie i den Flichtlingen eben nur Deut-

gegen, und so wupden sic am Anfang mar in

uvabewaffnete Einheiten des Awxiliary Mi-
litary Pioneer/Corps, ciner Art Arbeits-
dienst, aufgenommen.

Die ersten sechs Kompanien von je 300
Mamn wurden Anfang 1940
Von diesen kamen funf mach Frankreich
und waren dort im Mai 1940, als die Deut-
schen Frankreich uberrannten. Zwei der
Kompanien waren in Le Havre, als die alh-
ierte Nordflanke zusammenbrach. Sie wa-
ren die einzigen Truppen, die den Angrei-
fern entgegengestellt werden konnten. Un-
bewafTnet, wie sie waren, wurden sie mit_

der Sicherung der StraBe vor Harfleur be-
traut, und erst am Tag. nachdem sie in Stel-
lung gegangen waren. erhielt jeder der 600
Mann ein Gewehr. Zu ihrem Glick kam
kein Feindkontakt zustande. Sie wurden
nach Rennes zuriickgezogen, wo man sie
wieder entwaffnete, was in einer der Kom-
panien fast zu einer Meuterei fihrte. An-
statt thre Gewehre ordnungsgema8 abzuge-
ben, heBlen die Soldaten ihre Waffen auf
den Boden fallen. An Stelle einer Bestra-
fung jedoch handeiten sie sich die Achtung
threr Offiziere ein. Alle funf Kompanien
wurden am oder um den 16. Juni Giber St.
Malo oder Brest nach England zuriick
gebracht.

In den folgenden Monaten versahen die
Pioneers Hilfsdienste in den von der deut-
schen Luftwaffe angegriffenen Stadten, wo-
bei sic schmerzhafte Verluste erlitten. Sie
wurden auch zum Bau von Verteidigungs-
-4nlagen eingesetzt. Im April und Ma; 1940
wurden fast alle mannlichen deutscher, Zivi-
isten @ England mterniert. Schon kurze
Zeit spater aber wurde ihnen die
heit gegeben, statt dessen auch den Pioneers
beizutreten, und fast 3000 waren daru be-
reit. So kamen noch weitere neun :u den
ursprunglichen sechs Pionieer- Kompanien.

Durch ihre Bereitschaft zur Pflichterful-
lung selbst unter den miBlichsten Umstan-
den und ihre allgememn hervorragende Fiih-
rung erwarben sich die Pioneers bis 1942
dann doch so viel Vertrauen, daBl man sie
bewafTnete, Etwas spater wurde ihnen auch
der Bentntt zu fast allen Teilen der briti-
schen Streitkrifte gestattet. Von da an
konnten sie auch Offiziere werden. Zu jener
Zeit aber wurde ihnen nahegelegt, an Stelle
threr deutschen Namen englische Tarnna-
men anzunehmen, so daB sie om Falle einer
Gefangennahme mcht auffielen. Obwohl
keme permanente Namensianderung beab-
sichtigt war, blieb es fur die meisten dabei.

Die meisten der pingeren Pioneers wur-
den zu anderen Waffengattungen transfe-
nert. wodurch sie als einzeine in fast alle
Regimenter der Armee. in die Marine und
in die Royal Air Force (RAF) kamen. Dort
wurden sie wie alle anderen behandelt. wur-
den threa Fihigkeiten nach befordert und
nahmen an den Einsdtzen ihrer Einheiten
so wie jeder andere teil. Aus der Pioneers
kamen 216 zu den Panzern, 221 zur Artille-
rie, 174 zur Infanterie, 116 zu Sondereinhei-
ten, |7 zu den Segelfliegern, 75 zu den Fall-
schirmsprmgem, 110 zu den Kommandos
und 20 zu den anderen Fronttruppen. 80
wurden zur Marine versetzt und 25 zur
RAF. 996 wurden verschiedenen techni-
schen Einheiten der Etappe zugeteilt. Da-
darch wurde die Anzahl der Pioneers auf
weniger als 2500, meist aitere Leute, redu-
zert, was zur Auflosung mehrerer Kompa-



mals mehrere tausend Freiwillige, die dann
direkt in bewaffnete Einheiten eintreten
konnten und nicht erst Pioneers werden
muBten.

Unter denen, die zu den Fallschirmja-
gern kamen, wurden die meisten den soge-
nannten Wegbereiter-Einheiten zugeteiit.
Die waren uberall als erste dabei. In der
22nd Parachute Company, die am Abend
vor der [nvasion der Normandie hinter den
deutschen Kistenbefestigungen absprang,
waren ein Viertel Deutsche. Zu etwa cinem
Viertel deutsch war auch die 21. Kompanie,
die in der Schlacht von Amheim im Sep-
tember 1944 den ersten Absprung ausfuhr-
te und das Nordende der Rheinbriicke be-
setzte. Dort harrten sie unter BeschuB zehn
Tage lang aus, bis Montgomery das Signal
zum Riickzug gab. Fir die Deutschen in
der britischen Armee war das die verlust-
reichste Emzelaktion im ganzen Krieg.

Andere Aktionen, bei demen Deutsche
auf britischer Seite in groBerer Zahl teil-
nahmen, waren Monte Cassino und der
Ubergang dber den Rhein bei Wesel, dic
Kimpfe auf Walcheren und die Abwehr
der letzten Offensive der Wehrmacht in den
Ardennen. Da kam auch - ganzlich unbe-
absichtigt - die letzte der noch niciut aufge-
|6sten Pioneer-Kompanien, die 220., in das
Schlachtgeschehen. Sie war zu Farstarbei-
ten in den Wildern bei St. Hubert, als die
deutsche Offensive begann. Obwohl sie kei-
neswegs als Kampftruppe ausgebildet war,
gelang es thren Maonern dennoch, die vor-
rickenden deurschen Verbande auf threm
Abschnitt zwe ('age iang aufzuhalter.

Nach britischem und vielfach auch nach
deutschem Recht und vor allem nach threm
cigenen Verstindnis waren diese Soldaten

_wahrend des ganzen Krieges Deutsche ge-
. blieben, denn bei Kriegsbeginn stellten die
Briten alle Einbirgerungsverfahren ein.
Nur in Ausnahmefallen erhielten Deutsche
die britische Staatsburgerschaft nach dem
3. September 1939. In dieser Hinsicht un-
terscheiden sich die deutschen Emugranten
in England wesentlich von denen, die in die
Vereinigten Staaten gekommen waren.

Dort wurde die Einbargerung gefordert
und jedem Deutschen in den amerikani-
schen Streitkriften die Moglichkeit gege-
ben. auch Staatsbirger zu werden. Mehr
als 14 000 Einbirgerungen in den Veremig-
ten Staaten stehen knappe 40 im Veremng-
ten Konigreich gegenuber. Erst von Ende
1946 an wurden die, welche es winschien.

in England eingeburgert.

Unter denen, die dar _.; gabeiwaren und
dann oder spater zu hohen Ehren kamen,
waren Sir Geoffrey Elton (Ehrenberg aus
Prag), Professor in Oxford und langjahniger
Prasident der Royal/ Historical Society.
und Sir Ronald Grierson (GrieBmann aus
Numberg). Fallschirmspnnger, spater Ban-
ker und Unternehmer. Paul Strecten (Hor-
g aus Wien), aus dem X-Trupp, wurde
Professor in Oxford und Boston und Kon-
sulent der Weltbank. Arthur Koestler, der
auch das Drehbuch fir einen Film zu die-
sem Thema lieferte, war our der bekannte-
ste unter vielen Autoren. Eine Zeitlang
wurden die Musiker, dic bei den Pioneers
dienten, zum Southern Command Sym-
phony Orchestra unter der Latung von
Max Stmetzel. einem Wiener Symphoniker,
zusammengefaBt. Johannes Kolz, der
Deutschland 1937 f(luchtartig verlassen
mubBte, weil er sich geweaigert hatte, Hitler
Zu portraiticren, war anch dabei Ethiche

ren Dr. Walter Wodak, der spitere Gene-
ralsekretir im Wiener AuBenamt, und Ja-
kob Bimdel, der zum Bundessekyetir der
SPO wurde. Ken Bartlett (Billmann aus
Miinchen) wurde Chefdramaturg der Ham-
burgischen Staatsoper. Dr. Hans Hachen-
burg aus Mannheim und Herbert Sulzbach
aus Frankfurt machten sich um die Bun-
desrepublik Deutschland verdient und wur-
den mit dem Bundesverdienstkreuz geehrt.
Hans Omnstein war Vorstandssprecher der
deutschen BP von 1946 bis 1957. Doch sind
das nur einige wenige von vielen. deren Na-
men bekannt sind

Uber die Geschichee dieser Truppe und
offenthicht worden, understand the
risks“ von Norman Bentwich (Gollancz,
Loundon, 1950), sait vicken Jahren vergrid-
fen. und - allerdings nur diber die Osterrei-
cher -  Mit Spaten, Watfen und Worten*™
von Wolfgang Muchitsch (Europa Verlag,
Wien-Zunch, 1992). .Ten Commando®
von lan Dear (Cooper, London, 1987) ist
diec Geschichte des 10. Kommandos, die zu
emnem betrachtlichen Tell vom X-Trupp
handelt. und einzelne Deutsche, die in ver-
schiedenen Einheiten dienten, werden in
den Geschichten threr Regimenter erwahnt.
Dariiber hinaus besteht ein namentliches
Register, in dem mittlerweile mehr als 1000
Namen und Einzelheiten von Mitgliedern
der Truppe festgehalten werden. Eine Ko-
pic dieses Registers liegt im Institut fur per-
sonengeschichtiiche Forschung in Bens-
heim. Ein Buch aus der Hand des Autors
ist m Vorbereitung

-

Der Autor, 1923 in’ Wien geboren, kam 1938
sait Hilfe der Quilker nach England, 1941 mel-
dete er sich frerwillig 7u den Piotieren und wur-
de schbieflich britscher Artllene-Offiner. Er
lebt heutr in Benshezm an der Bergstrafie.



HONOURS PLAQUE OF JEWISH REFUGEES FROM GERMANY

T

AND AUSTRIA WHO LOST THEIR LIVES AS MEMBERS
OF THE INVASION FORCE.

This we in the Ex-Services Association was 1
London
Gerson MADER E.FOSTER H. J. LADEWIG
Leo REDLICH (FRAENKEL) Rudy FALCK
Alfred SALOMON Eric NATHAN A. HAMLEY
Richard LEHNIGER J. RICHMOND (BAUCHFELD)
Alfred FELIX K.RUSSEL C.H. JACOBY
Heinz ABRAHAM (ROSENBERG) Josef KAHN
Fritz BERNSTEIN B. TAYLOR E. KAGERER-STEIN
Leo BISCHBURG |. KOWALSKY F. LEWY-LINGEN
Gert BUKOFZER B.R. LAWTON G. MONDSCHEIN
S. BUCHSBAUM G. LOBBENBERG H. MOODY
HM.GOLDSTEIN  H.LODER (MEYER)
Willy GROSS (LILIENFELDT) MELVILLE
E.B. HOWARD Hans ROSENFELD (MEYER)
(HERMANN) Edward STOCK A. PICK
Heinz KIWI Emst SIMON W. PORTER
Emil MESNER W. SANDFORD (PORTNER)
Samuel MIRSKY (SUNTZ) T. PATERSON
Gerhard NEUMANN  Siegfried TURKL U. SAUNDERS
Uli LAUFER M. WINSTER (SALINGER)
W. PHILIPPSEN (WEIL) K. STEEL
L. ROSENTHAL C. WALLACE (ROSENSTIEL)
Andor REISZ (WAPNITZKI) Salomon TEICHER
Kurt SALOMON H. WERTHEIM | Ignaz TAUSSIG
R. SELIGSOHN Peter WEISZ Eric J. HELLER
S. SCHWARTZE J.H. DEAN Victor WOLFF
Samuel TUTASZ (DEUTSCHKRON) . HORLEY
Emst WEINER AH. SEYMOUR (COHN)
Otto HESS (SACHS) Pinkus SCHUL
Jakob EHRLICH R. HALFORD Friedrich SCHUCK
Arpad KAEMPFNER  (HERRNSTADT) Fritz STARK
Franz SPIELER Georg KESTEN Emst LENET
MULLER-SCHOEN  Willy KIRSTEIN S. HAMILTON
Georg RUBIN Guenther LAUFFER Max WIENER
W. AUERHAHN W. LANDAUER S. STORMONT
Jack ALBALA X. ANSON (STEINBERGER)
Georg A. BARTH (ARNSTEIN) E. WEBSTER
Walter BUNT BERKOWITZ (WEINBERGER)
H.J. COLEMAN M. BARRIN T. KLEEDORFER
(KUGELMANN) (BLUMENTHAL) Hubert MAYR
P.C. DENBY Fritz BECKER Max PICK -
(DREYFUSS) Friedrich BRICHTA P. WEINBERGER
F. FLETCHER Alfred EHRENFELD Robert LODGE
(FLEISCHER) M. FALK

Peter Eden,

Kurt E. GLAUBER
Oskar GRUENWALD
Paul HOLLOS
T.BLEACH
(BLEICHROEDER)
F.M. O'HARA
(BERLINER)
MA. HOWELL
(ROSENBLUETH)
PVA.WELLS
G.M. FRANKLYN
K.W. GRAHAM
E.R. LAWRENCE
Max LODDY
C.NORTON
G.B.STREETS
H. ANDREWS
K.J. GRIFFITH
C.W. HOWARTH
E.R. VILLIERS

We apologize for
any errors that
would be due to
poor reproduction
from the original

plaque
(The Ed))



SYDNEY “DUNERA” ACTIVITIES

On 6" September '96, the day of our arrival 56 years ago, Henry Lippmann had
arranged a meeting at the MARITIME MUSEUM, inviting a number of prominent people
among the total of 78 Dunera people and their friends, among them
Mr John EINFELD, Najex, Mr Gerry LEVY, NSW Jewish Board of Deputies,
Sister Marianne DARCY, Archive of Australian Judaica, Ms Margaret PIPER,
Refugee Council of Australia, Mrs Mary JARVIS, Pres. WAAAFs,
Mrs Ray WIMEBERG, Sec., Mr. Arthur ROSEBERRY (Families at War History)
Ms Debbie LEE, Dept. Immigration & Multicultural Affairs, Konrad KWIET
Prof. History & German Studies, Peter HERBST, Prof. Philosophy Canberra,
Steven CASTLE, Prof. Multicultural Studies Woollongong Univ.
Rabbi Jeffrey COHEN, Director Sydney Jewish Museum

The major DISCUSSION messages by the various speakers were -
“Don’t remain silent over he treatment of refugees”
“No longer tolerate intolerance”
“What presented itself as a terrible misfortune (The Dunera episode)
turned out to be a stroke of luck for a number of success strories”
“The Dunera experience serves as a successful example of resettiement”
“The whole country can benefit from being open to refugees”

Another informal LUNCHEON on 28" Nov.

at the Sydney Rowing Club, Abbotsford,

A Was attended by about 30 Dunera member
the guest of honour being Prof. Manfred _
BRUSTEN from the University of Wuppert:

- on his fourth visit to Australia. Prof. Bruster

. among other matters, has researched and

' recorded the family history of former

" Wuppertaler Jews in Australia, among

- them quite a number of Dunera cases.

~ He is a very actively involved in Germany
against the Nazi revival movement and

their denial of the Holocaust by lecturing

v and publishing many papers.

" ThedBERGER reported on his Berlin visit.
Thanks to Henry for
organising these meetings.



BERN BKENT alairiends place In Boston, USA, In Viay 1990, came across this most
interesting page from one of the two volumes from Victor KLEMPERER “ich will
Zeugnis abgeben bis zum letzten”, Tagbuecher 1933- 1945 Aufbau Verlag Berlin
1995, dealing with the locality “Dresden”, dated August 1944 :

u"ml I‘)-l-l 569

. .

Ich muBltc meine cls.ndcn Schuhe wicder mal zurechinii-
ken lassen. Ich war beim dritten jiidischen Schuster. Der
erste. ein niesiger russischer Jude. der seine Werkstatt in
der Sporergasse hatte, hat sich im Gefiingmis erbangt. Der
zweite. Frischmann. sizt seit Wm#-. n - seine Affire habe
ich notiert. Der dritie., gdsl‘m.tﬁ at sich sein Atelier ne-
ben Waldmann cingerichtetzich lernte ithn gestern kennen,
ah und horte thm ber der Arbeit zu, Lin magerer schwar-
zer Mann von einundfiinizig Jihren. Ostjude, die Sprache
astlich gobiirbt - xo durfte cin zalizischer Handwerker aus-
sehen und reden. Er hat vordem geschlossert. er ist im
Friedensberuf »ailese gewesen, wie er sagt. Film|?] und
Geschiiftsreisender. Er hat dic Mutter in Theresienstadt.

- einen Sohn in Australien inter lﬂen (Sc.hu«.tcrf cie Toch-
1._1'%1;111!1 Kranhensciiwesicr in Eneland. Er hehandele
mich mit Zarthichheit und Respekt den Professor, den ssie
von semem Lehrstuhl gejagt hubene (sic). er war nicht zu
peweeen, Geld fiir scine Nitheict zu nelimen. Was ivh vors
pJidischen« wiillie? Ich sagte. leider hiite ich Keme he-
briischen Kenntnisse. = »Aber doch Worte wic cine Bro-
che. cine Mitzwa2« Ich bestand zur Genidige. Ubrigens ist
patiirlich auch dieser Mann Mischehemann. Und dann: Er
hat beim Sprechen und Arbenten furchtbare Zuchungen
des canzen Koptes und halben Oberkorpers. als Folge ei-
ner Verschiittung im ersten Weltkrieg, ¢t 27. 8! '

(o)

27. August, Sonntag milag

Gestern nachmitiag war Steinitz hier. Er sagie, der Schu-
ster Saslinvski ser mcht deuvischer i eldsoldar gewasen und
picht verschuttet worden., sein Z:ttern rihre vom KZ des
Dritten Reiches her. -

Der Bombenabwurt tiber Freital-Dilzschen-Birkigt soll
eroBeren Schaden verarsacht haben. als erst angenommen
wurde: unter cinem Bunker begraben liesen nach optimi-
dischemt Gerucht vierundsechzig, nach  schwirzeiem
aweihundert nsvierbundert Leicnen. Danie Genanes ver-
sffenthicht ward. gchen natiichich dhe schhminsien Geruchie

Joe SASLAWSKI, in June, after seeing this amcle wrote from Brisbane that it was a
nervous disorder.
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THE “EMIL WITTEN” EHIBITION
JEWISH MUSEUM MELBOURNE

| was privileged to open the special exhibition of Emil Wittenberg’s collection of
sketches and drawings on 10 November 1996. | had known Emil since Hay Camp7
days but had no knowledge of these fantastic drawings depicting typical scenes from
the Dunera and our life style in camp. Although many of our artists used the same
subject material, similar camp and landscape views, all the drawings differ by the
artist's personal approach and interpretation.

Emil's artistic capabilities extended into other areas. While he was an architect by
profession, he gave his help to our entertainment in camp by becoming the no.1 stage
designer for many of the shows and not only enjoyed by us but very much so also by
the Officers and NCO's invited to attend. Just to name a few :

“Journey around the World” (Tatura No. 2, Nov.1941)

“Snow White joins up” “ , Christmas 41)

“Sergeant Snow White"  (First Anniversary 8" AEC at Melbourne
University Union Theatre, April 1943)

Emil joined the army with us in April 1942, until discharge in October 1945. Captain
Broughton awarded him a stripe to L/Cpl, probably a reward for his contribution to the
Snow White show. Remember the Producer Doc Sternberg became a Sergeant even.

After the war, Emil had a furniture shop in Chapel Street, many may well remember his
artistic designs. Unfortunately, he died relatively young at 56 in 1966, leaving behind
his loving wife Gertie.

It seems that most artists get full recognition only after their deaths, this exhibition
following only 3 months after the successful Leonard Adam show, another Dunera Boy,
and which was staged by the Tatura Historical Society.

George Halphen followed the introduction with these more personal aspects of Emil’s
lifetime:

“Ladies & Gentlemen,

Firstly | would like to thank Gertie for inviting me to say a few words about her late
husband Emil. My late father Peter Halphen and Emil were great friends. This has also
given me the opportunity to focus in on my father.

By coincidence, Emil and my father went to the same University in Vienna, and were
both volunteers in the Australian Army. They met in Australia through Gertie's Uncle,
and immediately a very strong friendship was formed based on strong cultural and
intellectual background.

| knew Emil from the time | was 4 years old. He was always very kind and helpful to me
in a time when many adults were less patient. As | grew older | always appreciated his
well meant advice and wisdom. :

The highlight of their friendship was their association with the “Kleines Wiener
Theater”, where my father was already a key actor and he introduced Emil to the
founder Peter Watkins who was a very charismatic character. Emil, a well known
architect, became the stage designer, and at this time in the late 40's and early S0's,



his designs were the envy of all other theatre groups, and he quickly developed a very
respected reputation.

He was also a poet, and at the end of each set of performances he would prepare
humorous poems depicting the idiosyncrasies of all the actors and their parts. This was
a highlight of the group and helped their bonding and greater enjoyment of their hobby.
Emil and my late father brought with them a love and appreciation of the arts from that
old European School of Culture. People with the artistic flair of Emil Witten are rare and
our community is poorer without men of this calibre”

Mike Sondheim.
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From the Archive of Australian Judaica
University of Sydney

Boaz Bischofswerder’s Music

1995, Felix Werder added a

Thanks to a grant from the
Ethnic Affairs Commission
of S§1000, Phantasia
Judaica and Mi Adir and
Sheva B'rochot have now
been published by the
Archive. The first, was
initially composed by Boaz
Bischofswerder for four
tenor voices while on the
Dunera, and then adapted
for violin and piano in the
Hay Detention Camp. In

flutle part to his father's
composition. The second, a
collection of synagogue
music for weddings was
arranged for piano and
organ by Boaz
Bischofswerder while at
Hay and Tatura. These two
volumes are now available
from the Archive for
825.00 each, plus postage
($5.00 or $10.00 overseas).

The music is unusual in
that it is possibly the only
known example published
that was actually written on
the Dunera and in the Hay
and Tatura Detention
Camps in Australia. Its
preservation has now been
assured. The original
manuscripts were donated
to the Archive by Mrs
Hemda Patkin in 1994.

THE ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIAN JUDAICA- University of Sydney

Possesses quite a collection of DUNERA MEMORABILIA by various contributors
including 2 number of Dunera Boys.

Anybody desirous of confributing further items, eg personal diaries, should contact Ms
Marianne DACY at the Fisher Library, Sydney University 2006. The Archives receives
the Dunera News. and Henry Lipomann has had close personal contact over the vears.



In the Dgnera Records he appears as MATTHEUS KOELZ, under which
name he is also remembered in Hay Camp 7 as well as Tatura as an artist
of many capabilities.

In Duljera News 27 of June 1993, Kurt Lewinski and Peter Lasky recall the
two ingenious sculptors of violins from solid blocks of Eucalyptus, Alfred
Huettenbach, and the same Mattheus Koelz.

We reprint extracts from an article in the UK Telegra i i ‘
ph Magazine sent in a roundabout
way by Fred ROSE (Toronto) via Paul Altmann, as well as by Stephen Dale from

London. On the same subject, we also received from Max Arn
: . - 1 Oﬁ h
printed in the Jewish Chronicle 27.9.96. London. a shorter resume

To all the above, our thanks for the contribution and their interest - keep it up.

did so he cut up the panels i s
of his masterpiece, a triptych a6

condemning ':é "3 war, and distributed portions
to some of § =" 35 his friends for safe-keeping.
Sixty years later, his daughter Ava is still

picking up the pi
a quest that has occupied her for the'past 25 years.
Sean Rainbird, a curator at the Tate Gallery and an |
ally in the hunt, has seen Ava's photographs of thel
original work. He describes it as “very strong’.
In 1923 Hitler staged his abortive grab at
power in Munich, the Beer Hall Putsch. Hitler
was subsequently imprisoned for the attempted
coup, but 16 of his followers were shot down
by the policemen on hand, one of whom was
Johannes Matthaeus Koelz. This incident
is the starting-point for Ava Farrington’s
over-arching theory about her father: ‘He

She can’t remember her early experiences because
she has blocked them out. Her travails stemmed from |
the stubbornness of her German father, Johannes
Koelz, a gifted painter who, as Eva admiringly puts
it, ‘wouldn’t Jet fate grab him by the short and cuzl-
ies’. Life in Hitler's Germany was always going to
be difficult for Koelz, who had Communist sympa-
thies. Invited to paint Hitler's portrait, he told some-
body high up to get stuffed. He was that sort of fel-
low. Eventually he had to take drastic action, which
Ava has never quite got over.

In 1937, before fleeing the country, he decided that

the only way of saving his masterpiece, a harrowing,
luminous anti-war triptych, whose panels were each
8ft high and 7ft wide, was 10 cut it into small pieces
and distribute them among friends and family as the
Nazis were breathing down his neck. It is these
pieces that Ava Farrington is grittily trying 10 bhunt
down. She believes the work was cut into about 20
pieces and so far she has managed to collect six. it’s

was always 1 the wrong place at the wrong time.’

Ten years later, Koelz was contentedly ensconced
at Waldeck, painting, doing book illustrations. He;
was sought after in a small way, with a pretty, intel-
ligent wife devoted to what turned out to be a futile
task: making his life run smoothly. But in 1933,
Hitler came to power as Chancellor. Aware that his
name was probably on a hate list somewhere, Koelz




fled to Yugoslavia with Claire and Siegfried. The,
three lived outside Sarajevo and Koelz did many|
book illustrations for a Swiss publisher.

In 1935 Koelz returned to Bavaria with an assu-
rance that his role in suppressing the putsch would
‘not be held against him. It was during this period -
around the time of Ava’s birth - that Koelz was pro-
ducing his best work, including the triptych, which he
had begun in 1932. A photograph from 1933 of the
work in progress shows a soldier, crucified in the air
above a nightmare landscape. To the left and right,
soclety is depicted: soldiers, women, children and
malevolent churchmen. According to Sean Rainbird.
‘It looks extrentely interesting; it is certainly more
than competently done. With its use of a medieval
model and its combination of allegory and reality, it
could be compared to the works of Otto Dix, who
was working in a paralle] realist tradition.’

S TRADITIONAL REALISM. Koelz's work
would not have met the automatic wrath of
the Nazis, but unfortunately he combined
high humanitarian principles with a big

mouth. In 1937, during amiable banter with five or
six fellow artists, Koelz denounced Hitler in his
usual trenchant language. ‘In a flash’ he wrote
later, ‘I knew I was alone.” Koelz was summoned to
the county court for insulting Hitler, where he faced
a judge who was an amateur landscape painter, He

Later in 1937 a general in the SS drove up outside
Koelz’s house. The general said that Koelz had been
selected to paint a portrait of Hitler, for which the
Fiihrer himself would sit. It was, perhaps, partly a
lure to keep this potential dissident on the straight
and narrow. The fee was seductive, but there was

one condition: Koelz would be required to wear a
brown shirt while he worked. Unwilling, as he later
put it, to identify himself with ‘a crowd of adoles-
cent nitwits' (the Nazi Party), Koelz refused.

Weeks later Koelz wanted to visit Italy and went
to the local police station to have his passport
renewed. After a long wait while files were con- !
sulted, Koelz was escorted at pistol pomnt for an |
audience with an inspector of the political police.
When he saw the inspector, Koelz realised that he
knew him. The inspector’s name was Miller, and
Koelz had last seen him lying in a hole in a moon-
scape with his leg blown off. Miiller, artificial leg
and all, was holding 2 warrant for Koelz's arrest on
a charge of spreading ‘pacifist propaganda’, but he
put the form in his desk drawer and said, ‘It will stay
there for 48 hours. Goodbye and good luck, Cap-
tain.” A loyalty forged in the shellholes of France
had overriden loyalty to Hitler.

Koelz was a fanatical hiker all his life and knew
the Karwendel Alps well. He figured out a route
over the border using poachers’ tracks and involv-
ing the crossing of two raging streams on tree-trunk
bridges. He then summoned his family with a coded |
postcard. Only his wife, Siegfried and Ava would '
accompany him; Claire’s other two daughters, young
adults now, were old enough to look after them-
selves in Germany. Two days later - to cut short a
perfectly good thriller plot - the four were sitting on
a hillside in Austria eating a victory picnic.

They went to Prague, Rotterdam and then, in
1939, to England, with Hitler's army snapping at
their heels and Ava going down with diphtheria, to
be followed by whooping cough.

In 1940 Koelz was sitting in the garden of his
rented cottage in Oxted, Surrey. He had just carved.
from the stump of a wind-broken poplar tree, a like-
ness of his three-year-old daughter’s serious, wide-
eyed face. His daughter stood next to him, holding
her mother’s thumb (all the early pictures of Ava
show her gripping her mother’s thumb and looking
terrified). Suddenly, a policeman was in the garden.
Koelz was wanted for ‘an interview'.

He was interned on Lingfield racecourse with other

— mainly Jewish — refugees from Hitler. They were
herded north to Liverpool, kicked on to the troop-
ship Dunera and told they were going to Australia.
For many weeks, the aliens lived in a dark, swirling
hold amid their own effluent and vomit. Again,
Koelz’s remarkable gift for getting a raw deal from*

history is displayed. Having escaped Hitler he ran into '

one of the more glaring moral lapses in Britain’s
conduct of the war. One image has seeped into Ava’s
traumatised memory of this time: of her mother,
alone, constantly crying. On armival in Australia,
Ava’s father spent a leisurely but boring year in a
mile-wide, barbed-wire compound in a place called
Hay. In 1941 he took the chance of a desk job in
London alongside other aliens in the Pioneer Corps.

Koelz found a measure of contentment after the
war, He had survived, after all. But the neglect of his
work depressed him. In 1946 one of his paintings
was rejected by the Royal Academy. Ava recalls,
“We went to London to fetch it, and he never said a

,word going or coming back. His realist style was
just not the in-thing in England at that time. Again

__he was in the wrong at the wrong time.’.

~ For most of the Fifties the family lived in Staf-
‘ford. Koelz taught art and worked consténtly, but
life was spartan. His uncompromising, melancholy
way with a portrait persisted, and his unsentimental
depiction of Lord Nelson, head of English Electric.
was smartly rejected by the subject. Ava's mother
died in 1957, which left Koelz disoriented. For all
her father’s quixotic heroism, Ava says, ‘It was my
mother who was the strong one in that relation-
ship... Every day she cleaned his shoes and waited
at the gate for him to come home from work.’

In 1963 Koelz moved 1o Ireland with a new com-
panion. Qutside Curraglass he found a cottage rem-
iniecent of Waldeck. His painting became looser,
more impressionistic; he remained an exemplary
technician, but Sean Rainbird finds the later paint-
ings less interesting them those of the Thirties. Koelz
died in Ireland in 1971. ‘In the end,’ says Ava, ‘to
my horror really, he asked for a priest.’

N 1992 AVA ADVERTISED in 2 Munich news-
paper for people who knew her father to come
forward. There was one respondent, a woman

whose mother-in-law had known Johannes and ,

Claire, and who'd seen one of the bishops’ heads from
the triptych in a house somewhere she couldn’t rem-
ember. She also put Ava in touch with the boy, now a
man, who modelled for the cherub on the left panel.
Ava discovered that the model, prosaically grown into
a Munich dentist, had the fragment on which he was
depicted and another from the same panel.

>
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In June of this year Ava returned to Bavaria to |
make another round of archives and museums. She
was interviewed by 2 Munich newspaper and, on her
return to England, received a letter from Christine Har-
gaaser,awomanwho,asateenam.hadhdped]ook
after Ava when she was a baby at Hohenbriinn. Ava
immediately booked another flight to Germany.

When the two women met, Christine showed Ava
a portrait of herself at 14, painted by Koelz. Then
the two set off on- bikes to the tiny settlement of
Hohenbriinn. In a magical afternoon, Avg and
Christine walked from cottage to cottage, nnging
the bells on gafden gates and meeting the elderly
inhabitants of the hamlet. One woman — a Frat
Vogl — invited Ava in and showed her a part of
the triptych that had been given to her mother by
Koelz. It was a depiction of a child’s hands, taken

from the right-hand panel. “Then,’ says Ava, still
moved by the occasion, ‘she just said, “Take it.

There were two further breakthroughs this sum- |

mer. Ava had a blow-up made of a photograph of 2

piece of her father’s work which had long been in |

the possession of a Bavarian cousin. Ava had
always believed that this was simply 2 study for the
triptych. But the blow-up revealed it to be part of
the original centre panel. She was also recently given
permission to read the Home Office file on her
father, and the experience has heightened her sense

'n||

of the injustice of his fate. Among many fruitless let-
ters from her mother pleading for Koelz's release
from his Australian exile are frank notes from vari-
ous Home Office officials. The thrust of them all is
the same, but one is especially stark: ‘This man
should not have gone overseas.’

Ava is determined that her father’s work will be
exhibited. The Leicester Art Gallery has expressed
an interest in exhibiting the triptych, using blow-ups
from the photographs of the original to fill in the
missing parts. But this would cost Ava money she
doesn’t have. Koelz's other paintings are spread
about England and Ireland. Maybe someone read-
ing this article has one. Ava would like to locate as
many as possible. She herself has 40 of his finished
works. There's a bleak landscape of his in an Inns-
bruck Alpine museum, and a still life in a Munich
gallery. Otherwise, says Ava angrily, “There isn’t a
solitary record of his place in German art.’

Now Ava is packing her father’s documents away.
It doesn’t take long before the story that she has
tried to get the world to notice is back inside the old
paintbox. I ask what keeps her going, and she thinks
for a while. ‘I just think that if I could establish my
father’s reputation, it would be a vindication of a
really hard life.’ (7]

Dr. RUDOLF DUNN (DANZIGER)

RUDI DUNN on his first trip to Australia since Hay camp days, made contact with a
number of our people in Sydney (Henry Lippmann) and Melbourne. He visited Australia
attending a “Right to Die" Conference.

Rudi and his brother Henry {(Heinz) already in Hay worked in their profession, as
doctors assisting the Army M/O, as did a number of our other medicos. Rudi was fully
qualified, Henry about 95%, both with Cambridge degrees. They returned to the UK on
one of the first transports, and were allotted positions by the British Government.
Postwar, the British Health system was not to their liking, they migrated to Vancouver,
Canada. Rudi remained a GP, Henry became a specialist physician.

Rudi, like a number of similar cases recently, expressed regret having dropped all
connections with Dunera boys but made up by meeting with some of his old friends
who shared Hay Camp 7 hut 20, the Freeman (Friedlaender) brothers in Sydney and
Martin Shelton (Schoenthal) in Melbourne. In fact, in a short visit to Tasmania, he also
met with Paddy Pearl at Henry Lippmann’s suggestion.

Reported by courtesy of Martin Shelton. .

Dr. Rudi Dunns address : Suite 125, 15366 - 17" Ave, Surrey, BC V4A 1T9 Canada



PETER STADLEN

Following the Obituary in our June 1996 issue reprinted from the TIMES, Klaus
LOEWALD has written of Peter’s life and achievements not published in the press, and
on a personal basis following his long standing friendship since “Hay days”.

“My theme is another part of his life which the English obituaries shamefacedly omit as
well. Peter Stadlen was interned in London together with his younger brother Eric,
transported to Australia in the DUNERA, and kept successively in Hay, Orange and
Tatura camps.

In these camps he provided important, necessary, indeed overwhelming contributions
to the cultural life of the internees. After well-meaning individuals and organisations had
provided musical instruments, a piano, and scores for orchestral, choral and chamber
music, he began to prepare and introduce serious presentations for the internees. He -
practised the piano as frequently and as long as the hut which housed it was at his
disposal, for it also served other purposes, such as readings, camp school courses,
stage shows, and religious services. In the course of his sojourn in the camps, over
about 15 months, he gave recitals with works of Beethoven, Schubert, Chopin,
Stravinsky and others.

This is not especially astonishing for a professional pianist, nor is the fact that for such
performances it was appropriate to invite the Officers of the army guards at the camps.
More amazing was the energy with which Stadlen created a male choir from his 1000
fellow internees, while at the same time he transcribed various choral works, including
Austrian folk music and compositions by Lully and Orlando Lasso, as well as Mozart's
12" Mass, so as to adapt them to the available voices and the orchestra of a few violins,
a viola, a cello, and piano. He led the performances of these compositions in
extraordinarily good presentations. It became clear later on that the Mozart Mass had
been composed by a man named Zulehner, fittingly translated as ‘appropriator’ ( of
Mozart's name ).

The performance of this Mass was a sounding success, yet this was exceeded by the
presentation of Handel's oratoria ‘Israel in Egypt’ adapted by Stadlen, like the other
choral works, to the male voices and few instruments, and conducted by him. It was
especially the repetition of this work in the Tatura camp, a short time before his
departure for England, during which the choir and the orchestra sang and played their
hearts out, rising to a quality and enthusiasm such as | hardly ever encountered later
on in the war as a free man in Melbourne and Sydney.

The obituaries mention Mozart, Beethoven, and composers of the 20" century as
congenial to Stadlen, but they overlook his great love and outstanding interpretation of
Schubert's sonatas and shorter pieces. In this he shared the reputation of Arthur
Schnabel whose playing of Schubert surpassed that of other composers’ works which
are usually cited as his ‘forte’.

Stadlen’s brother Eric, on his return to England, worked in radio. When | was
interviewed in London about Cyril Pearl’'s DUNERA SCANDAL, the name of Stadien
came up, and the interviewer told me that everything he knew about radio work he
owed to Eric. Peter died a few months after his brother.

Apart from my greatly expanded knowledge of compositions which | thought | knew as
well as Schubert's major works, | owe to Peter Stadlen the revelation of this composer’s
Diabelli-Variation, an intricate and delicate short piece, which is not so widely known as
Beethoven's gigantic effort. And my great good fortune to sit next to Peter as he
practised 'The Raae over the lost Pennv' is unforaettable.



He was a serious and witty man, in camp the leader of a hut housing an astonishing
assortment of fellow internees, largely intellectual and regarded somewhat askance by
outsiders. It was a delightful and stimulating group of people and included the
mathematics teacher and violinist Stefan Petoe who later married Peter’s sister. | was
eventually able to join this hut community, and since the late 1950's | have called on
Peter and his family on the numerous occasions of my visits to London. For more than
S0 years | have lived in his debt, | am happy to make this small contribution to his
memory.”
Klaus LOEWALD

HANS JACOBUS ( BERLIN ) SENT US THIS LITTLE STORY

It must have been the Camp called ORANGE, on the other hand might have also
been TATURA, it used to be a racecourse.

Our huts were located in the middle of the field around which the jockeys used to run
the horses in peacetime when there were no internees in the way of sportive
excitement. We could walk around the course, and were allowed on the grandstand.
From one of the upper rows, you could overlook the beautiful landscape and dream of
life at another place, and with your family, and maybe even a girlfriend, whatever that
meant, one did not know a great deal about such things - except one could dream.

But there was a very special atmosphere, if one was lucky enough. Music could be
heard from underneath the grandstand. An old piano in one of the rooms downstairs,
somehow joined by a violin that found its way into the camp. PETER STADLEN was
one of us, | have forgotten the name of the violinist. They played Beethoven's “Spring
Sonata” for violin and piano. Since then | have heard it many times in the last half-
century, but there in the camp it was the very first time.

My parents were musical people but had no instrument. | did not know classical music,
and we had other problems when the Nazis came and threatened our lives.

So, this sonata brought me in touch with music, under very rare special conditions.

Later, on the way back to Europe on the “Stirling Castle”, a fellow refugee by the name
of Landau tried to explain to me the difference between C-major and minor, but without
success. | never was able to read music or by hearing a piece, decide which major or
minor that might have been. It must have been very trying for Landau.

Anyway, back in London, | visited as | had promised, Wolfgang Leidert's girlfriend, and
| gave her a present of the Tschaikowsky Violin Concerto - alas only the first part, | did
not have enough money to buy the whole work, then on records.

The only result of that visit were that | took to going to concerts, aimost weekly ( and
unfortunately alone) in the Royal Albert Hall where they had the “Promenade Concerts”.
For one Shilling you got standing room only at the rear of the wide circle. But that way |
got to know composers, from Bach to Shostakovitch, and artists like Myron Hess and
John Barbirolli, and acquire the habit of listening to and understanding classical music.
Sometimes | think to myself how it would be to" hear a Beethoven Sonata performed on
a race track. Maybe it can be likened to an old love - never like the first time.

Hand Jacobus rejoined the ranks of our readers, he lives at
Gartenstrasse 5, 12526 Berlin,Germany



KEN SUTTON ( Kurt Suesskind ) : MY PERSONAL BACKGROUND

I was born 1907. The milieu I was bom into was very religious. My late father was very
keen that we attended Shul as often as possible. Our household was kosher milchig and
fleischig was strictly separate. etc. etc.

Mygmndfatbcrlacob&;shndwas(hazanattbc&catSynagoguemegwhchwas
later bumt down by the Nazis. In those days people looked down on Chazans and other
servants of the Shul as a lower class and the rewards were less than meagre. My
grandfather had a wonderful Tenor voice and so wonderful ‘that the great Caruso once
went to Shul just to hear my Grandfather singing. Grandfather had 10 children - some
died at birth - One went early to the USA and only came once to Hbg to pay us a visit.
That was during the greatest inflation in the year 1922. The rest of the brothers united
themselves into an Ex and Import business which grew to a very important firm. They
employed about 15/20 people and had a big warchouse right in the city of Hbg. The firm
flourished and for example had the sole agency for Slazengers Sports articles for Europe.
As they became more financial they decided to free Grandfather from the burden of his
job and bought him a flat in Hbg where he lived with his daughter Berta and saw the rest
of his life out. I remember him well because every time I saw him he gave me a coin.
The other grandfather who lived in Berlin was an extremely nice man but as a child I had
a feeling that the marriage was not the best. His trick was to show us how he could make
a coin disappear from his hand and I admired him for that trick.

Economic conditions in Germany were excellent in the time from 1900 until 1914. We
were ruled by Kaiser Withelm 1st and the Jewish people suffered the healthy
antisemitism. No violence. However the Kaiser wanted Lebensraum and the 1914 War
started and lasted until 1918. The only man who defied the Kaiser was the founder of the
Hbg - America line Albert Ballin a Jew. But the Kaiser was keen to go to war as Hitler
was in 1939. Ballin at that time committed suicide and his judgment was so true — When
in 1914 the war broke out the people danced in the street to show their joy. However that
changed later into tears ~ In 1922 the inflation became so massive that wages were partly
paid out in the moming because by the time night arrived the Deutsche Mark sank deeper
until a loaf of bread reached the price of 1 million Deutsche Mark. ‘The time between
1922 and 1933 was full of street fights between the brown Nazis and the Communists.
Before they came to power they made their own laws and shot anybody whom they
suspected of Anti Nazi activities. We had a cousin whose relation had the name of Smith.
OncmorningwhenhcopcnedthchmscdomhcwasshMWaccomtofqmngidmﬁty.

In 1933 the head of the Susskind firm died and the firm was broke. My late father asked
me to take over and to see what could be done. As Hitler banned imports I had to think
what could be done to manufacture something on the premises. I went to London and saw
a certain Embroidery bag which took my interest. I made the first bag ready to apply for
a patent and got it. After that I bought 8 industrial machines to manufacture the pertinent
bags and my supplier of Ping Pong Bats made the timber frame and the bag became a
great success. | went to the big mills to buy hundreds of rolls of suitable material —
mostly Satins and Chintz and my factory flourished. Apart from that I wholesaled a lot of
other articles. I had two young travellers and provided them with cars who brought me
every day heaps of orders. They were in their 20's and did their job more than excellent
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to keep the factory going. Even Auntic Hanny was working in the factory. The year was
1938 when I went to Vienna to offer my bag to the big stores over there.

I went to one of the biggest stores in Vienna — showed them the bag and the managers
told me he was very much interested and will give me a big order. He said — would you
mind to wait a couple of minutes I have to get my order book, I said that is O.K. When
be came back with the order book he asked me are you Jewish — I said YES and he ran
away from me as if a crock has bitten him. That gave me ‘the idea to call it a day. My
sister did not leave Germany at that time because she was of the opinion Hitler will not
last longer than 3-6 months. My antisemitic experience before my frip to Vienna also
contributed to strengthen my belief that there was no future for Jews in Germany for a
long time to come.

When travelling for business by car the following banner was hanging over the main street
of the VILLAGE
o

"Jews drive through this village at their own risk"
Needless to say I pressed my foot hard on the accelerator and was out of it in no time.

When on the way to work some moming in Hamburg I passed an advertising pillar which
showed a large poster saying

" ALL JEWS ARE MURDERERS "
signed by the notorious Julius Streicher.
All these incidents gave me a wamning to leave Germany as quickly as possible.

After my arrival back from Austria I arranged my Visa and passport because I felt the
ground is getting too hot. I was right and left Germany by Messerschmidt. After that
Hitler showed his true face and rounded up all Jews and robbed all their possessions.
Flats, houses and every thing that was inside. The future looked bleak and hopeless.
Naturally a few tears came running down my face while flying to London. The plane was
not to compare with todays Bo#€ing machines. It could not achieve much height over the
ground and always flew back towards the sea and then the machine looked as if it wanted
to fly into the sea and disappear.

Looking back it was my worst flying experience. In London I went to Woburn House
where all migrants met. There were thousands of people waiting in the great Hall to get
permits for work and live in London. The woman who attended to my case said I have no
hope to stay in England and for her the case was closed. Scotland yard wanted to deport
me back to Germany as I was considered an illegal alien and so I was overwhelmed with
hopelessness. 1 did not know what to do while standing in the Great Hall surrounded by
thousands but I had a quick idea to ask for help anybody who is standing nearby and I
asked a tall man standing near me whether he would advise me in my predicament. He
said there is only one woman in the whole of England who can help you and that is Miss
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Ruth Miller. I thanked him for his advice and saw Miss Miller the next day. It did not
take longer than 7 days that I had the permit to stay in England and to work either as
employee or as a business man on my own. That was a terrific success. That happened
in 1938. I got immediately in touch with my%#-father in Stockholm who was prepared
to do business with me. I sent him samples and we were in business. At that time
women started to knit socks for the unavoidable war to come and I supplied his various
orders but apart from that I started to supply all big stores in London from Selfridges to
Harrods and the business gave me great pleasure and profits. Everybody now was waiting
for Hitler to set the ball rolling and Hitler started in 1939 and the war was on. Life was
not worth a cent. The wealthy ones fled with their children and left their luxury flats
empty. I happened to make enquires for such a flat and the price was dirt cheap so I took
it. In the meantime I made the acquaintance of one exceptional nice divorcee and as we
got along so well I asked her whether she would like to live with me in the new flat and
she said yes — However, in those days to live with a girlfriend was a sin according to all
religious codes. So I asked a learned man for his view and he said "If you don't do it,
somebody else will do it" that made my girlfriends adventure a reality. We kept house
together in harmony until May 1940 when two officers from Scotland Yard suddenly
visited us one moming and I was under arrest. They were gentlemén - very polite and
said they knew I was living with a woman. They asked me to make myself ready to come
with them and I will have to appear before a tribunal and the whole thing will last no
longer than a couple of days and everything will be back to normal so I need only a rug
and toiletries what sounded all very plausible and nice. Before leaving they asked me
whether I would like to go to the bedroom and say goodbye to my girlfriend which I did
and that was the last time in my life that I saw her.

I was put in a bus and we were driving through Marble Arch and I felt that was the end
of one chapter in my life. I was herded into a large racimg course the place named
Kempton Park and had to sleep on concrete, not terribly comfortable a little bit on the
rough side. That went on for some time until they shifted us to Manchester and billeted
us in an old factory with broken windows and dirty concrete floors which was our
sleeping accommodation. From there after weeks we were sent to the Isle Of Man and at
last we got decent accommodation in a boarding house. I was together in a room with
anothcrpersonwhomadcnahabntopmﬁ’omthcﬁrstﬂoorontothchcadsofthc
soldm:rs who were guarding us day and night.

Onebaywewmtoldmatwcwmbcshmwthemtmommg. A small boat took us to
Liverpool wharf were I saw a very long queue of prisoners waiting alongside an overseas
liner which carried the infamous name "Dunera" while the soldiers were guarding us with
rifles and bayonets they searched every prisoner for money, jewellery and other valuables
and stole it. The soldier who searched me was so nervous he overlooked to take my
wristwatch because it was high up under the sleeve. After the search they guided us into
the boat and down a long staircase until we reached the lowest deck. Due to wartime
nobody knew the destination and even if they knew nobody would tell us. We were
surrounded completely by barbed wire. Soldiers were stationed outside the barbed wire to
guard us. Our accommodation was not as luxurious as Pentridge jail. There was
absolutely nothing for our comfort. The bare floor and a few tables. We had to sleep on
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the bare floor for 72 days. We were lying on the floor side by side like sardines in a tin.
The stink was terrible. No air conditioning and no windows. In the first few days we
had Kotzers and Schitssers and at the bottom of the staircase and at the top of the
staircase one of our man was standing to call out what sort of 2 man was going up and
that went so. I have here one Kotzer and one Scheisser and so it continued. We had it
very easy to settle down because there was nothing to settle down. Even our little bit of
luggare was in no man's land. So we really had nothing to worry about - having no
luggage, no papers like passports, etc, no tickets and no cabins so all told we had nothing
only what we had on less any valuables we had before. We even had no toiletries and
being without a toothbrush gave you a disgusting feeling in the mouth and when I saw a
man with a toothbrush in his hand I raced after him and asked him whether he would lend
me same for 2 minutes. He did and that was like a gift. We were never allowed on deck
only for exercise everyday, 20 minutes. Gradually with no sun, stinking air and little food
we developed the same skeleton fashion as they developed in Dachaun etc. After 72 days
on the high seas we landed in Darling Harbour and a train waited for us to take us to Hay
on the brink of the never never. I can never forget Lieut. Carrington who handed me over
my first packet containing one apple and sandwiches. I did not care whether they were
Kosher or not they were a delicacy after 72 days of life under abnormal conditions. That
was the start of immigration into Australia. For 3 years I stayed behind barbed wire, after
that I had a chance to volunteer for the Army which I did and I stayed for another 3 years
from 43 to 46 in the Aust - Army. I got my naturalisation certificate immediately from
Mr Calwell who was the immigration minister at that time.

In 1946 I got discharged. Melbourne at that time was very boring Simon's dad will know ?*

everything was closed on sundays except the churches were open . So I opted for Sydney,
the city with lights with plenty to see and do. At that time the economy was booming.
Australia was riding on the sheeps back. No unemployment — money was lying on the
ground, one only had to pick it up. I decided to continue with business and got
accommodation in Bondi. It was a good average family home and the lady who opened
the door made a very nice impression on me. There were three children in the home and
I did not see a husband. I npever asked her any private questions and I felt very
comfortable. She introduced me to business men who lived nearby and I got gradually
good connections and could stand on my own feet.

The relations between me and the lady were platonic although she would have liked it the
other way round but I declined due to the fact that she had three children in the house.
One moming the bomb exploded. She told me the husband arrived late last night totally
drunk and wanted to kill me. She tried everything to convince him that nothing has ever
happened between us. Next moming she asked me to help her packing, what I did. She
ran away and I ran away to find accommodation. My life from here on was orderly. I
had top agencies and could stand on my own feet. Nothing extraordinary happened except
that I got marricd in Sydney and fathered two girls and now I am 87 years of age and live
in retirement. But the fight goes on in life forever. Now I have to fight cancer and that
fight will not stop until the end of my life.

e J”'
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A Holocaust survivor
is displaying family
artworks saved from
the Nazis. ZELDA
CAWTHORNE
reports

terror, a Pansian Jew armed

with # chise! went to his
celiar and sought out a marble
stuipture which had come from
YVienna. He knew what had to be
done. Grimly, he hacked away at
the Hebrew inscription at the
base of the bust unti L was
pbliterated

In a gun-fillea Melbourne sta-
1o Lhis week, Eva de Jong-
‘dig gazed proudly at a bronze
\wea of the bust. which depicts
1ir Zvi Perez Chajez, Chiel Rubbi
of Vienna from 1918-1927,

“My father was only 20 when
the rabbi sat for him Extraord-
inary, when you think about iL.”
the daughier of the late Karl
Duldig says

1- T THE height of the Nazi

uldiy an:d o cendica of vhe bust nf Chief i?ahbr' Dr Zvi Perer Chaj

“The bronze'is going to the |
Jewish Museumn in Viennz im-
mediately after Easter. The mu- .
seum commissioned it after I told
its director last June that I had
the terracotta original. He was
astounded "

Behind the story of the rabbi's
sculptured portrait, recreated
first in marble and now in bronze,
is a family saga which not only
continues, but has been given a
new lease of life at the just-
remrbished Duldie Studio in
East Malvern

“The official opening was on
Yebruary 29" de Jong-Duldig
$ays. "About 200 people crowded
in, including our guest of hoawr,
Austrian Ambassaaor Dr
Stephan Toth

“Crur residen! curator is Staf
Dumschke. He assisted Dad un
is @ sculptor in his own righ: °

The studio — a delightful 1520s
huuse — was once home to :he
Duldigs: acclaimed sculptors
Kirl and Slawa and their Lennis
champ daughter Eva

In 1993, seven years altsr her
father's death, Eva took stock of
the house and its wealth of
trediures i made 2 decisio
e Duldiy Lradition maust go on
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- added. The garden.

Over the next three years,|
rooms were dismantled and rep-

| licated. and a new section serving

as a gallery/reception area was
with its
sculptures, was left intact.

“I'm fully aware how unigue
this place 1s," de Jong-Duldig
says. "It was the home and
studio of two artisis who lived
and worked together, and what
I've done here is really their
concept. ['ve only made it more
accessible.™

Both her parents were born in
Poland and raised in Vienna,
where thev met as art students
Her own arrival in 1938, came in
the midst of turmoil "I was born
on February 11. Hitler marched
into Austiis on March 11~

The story of how the Duldigs
nut only chested death, but
saved most of their possessions,
including their art, would make
an edge-of-the-seal thriller.

Enough to say that against
stupendous odds, Karl and
Siawa made it to' Melboume.
wherce they carved out dis
unguished careers und Eva he-
¢RINe 3 1op teunis player

Iv'was in 19dl, when she was in
Ivrope o plav at Wimbledon
and in the Prench Open, that Eva
finully pieced together the evenis

er. Picture: DREW

" RYAN

that had followed her birth. “It |

was thanks to my mother's sister
Aurelie Laisne, who married a

Frenchman, that my parents’ art |,

and furniture were saved -~ By

claiming they were hers, my aunt l

was able to get them to Paris,
where she and my uncle Marcel
stored them."

When she visited them in '61,
Marcel asked de Jong-Duldig if
she would like to see her father's
sculptures. “I followed him to

dungeon-like place and
nearly flipped,” she says

“There must have over 100
sculptures down there — includ-
g two of Rabbi Chajez -

One was the original 1923
terracotta head The other wasa
miniature version, which Karl
Duldig treasured Lill the end of
his life and 1s now on display
along with the terracotta at the
Duldig Studio.

And the marble bust which
Marcel Lalsne had rendered
“safe” duning the German occu-
pation?

“It was presented to the Israeli
Embassy in Pans in 1948, then
somehow got lost,” de Jong-
Duldig says sadly
The Duldig Studio can be visited by

pp ment. For infor , phone
9885 6839.
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