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Paul Altmann , Fred Rose, Max Amott. Stephen Dale, Peter Lasky, Klaus Loewald, Bern 
Brent, Gerald Cunningham, Eva Duldig , Dr.Hans Lausch , Peter Eden , Hans Jacobus, 
Marianne Dacy, Martin Shelton (Dr. Rudolf Dunn), Emil Witten family, Vernon Pearce 
(Werner Peritz), Jonathan Borchard, Ken Sutton, Graham Heywood (Guenter Heilbut) 
Henry Lippmann. 

Some delays may have to occur, not everything may be published in full. Your interest 
keeps our journal going, please keep it up. 

Since our last issue in October 1996, we have learned with regret the passing of : 

Jim Heynemann (Perth), 
(Sydney), Moshe Rimon 
Kassner (UK), B.A. 
(Melbourn e ). 

John Fletcher (Melbourne), Paul Kupfer 
(Israel), Hans Pasch (USA), Edward 
Lipmann (Melbourne), Gerry Meier 

Our sincere condolences go out to their families. 



SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HA Y-TATURA ASSOCIATION 
Tuesday 12Di November 1996, 11.15 aim at Beverley Crest Hotel, Sf Kiida- --

Present : M. Sondheim, H. Jacobs, P. Tikotin, W. Loewenstein, K. Lewinski, 
G. Cunningham 

Apologies : E. Eckstein ( overseas ) 

AGM 1995 Minutes were read and confirmed 

President's Annual Report (Mike Sondheim): 
1. Endeavours are continuing to obtain details of the 47 victims lost due to 

enemy action on return voyage to Britain during WW2. No definite progress 
although direct contact with Home Office in London via UK High 
Commissioner, Canberra, looks promising. 
Rabbi Lubovsky, President of Jewish Museum, has heard of this ill-fated 
journey, is most interested in our endeavours and offers help, if possible. 

2. Proceeds of the Leonhard Adam exhibition catalogue sales have been offered 
to us, we have suggested 50/50 sharing with Tatura Museum, and our 50% 
to be passed on to Melbourne Jewish Museum, awaiting decision. 

3. The Tatura Museum, so pleased with the success of the Leonhard Adam 
exhibition, plan to arrange another exhibition by Dunera Internees, some time 
in 1997. 

4. The policy of sending hampers to our boys in hospitals, nursing homes, etc to 
be repeated this year. 

Treasurer's report presented by Horst Jacobs shows finances in healthy state, was 
adopted, 1moved by Mike Sondheim, seconded Kurt Lewinski. 

. 
Office Bearer's election : No nominations having been received, the incumbent 
committee is continuing for another year, excepting Peter Tikotin who wish~s to resign 
on account of too frequent absence, he agreed to stay on pending a suitable 
replacement to be found. -
President Mike Sondheim, Deputy President Kurt Lewinski, Treasurer Horst Jacobs, 
Secretary Eric Eckstein, Gen. Committee Werner Loewenstein 
Horst Jacobs moved a vote of thanks to Mike Sondheim for his continued efforts as 
president, seconded by all committee members. 

The meeting closed at 11.45 am. 

Acting Hon. Secretary 

Kurt Lewinski 

.3 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

"THE 47 LOST AT SEA": We have reached a new phase with new hope of success . 
Jonathan BORCHARD , grandson of Ernst BORCHARDT , an Arandorra Star survivor 
and co-Dunera passenger to Melbourne and straight to camp 1 Tatura , is involved in a 
family study , and following my advice is in touch with the Home Office in London . The 
family migrated from Berlin in 1933 , grandmother and son (Jonathan 's father) about 7 
years old , to England . The grandfather -divorced from grandmother in 1930- followed 
about 1935, representing a German subsidiary in England . Jonathan's father was too 
young to be interned , he died in 1986 , left little or no information about the grandfather . 
According to the grandmother's diary notes, Ernst was on the ill-fated transport that left 
Australia after the Themistocles, ie. after June 1942 . His date of death is supposed to 
be 29 Oct. 42 which must be date of the vessel, supposedly off the S/African coast. 
If the Home Office can't help, Jonathan will check all other possible Government 
departments and Ministries . A great number of internees ' files , according to the Home 
Office, no longer exist. But there must be some way of establishing the history of this 
vessel and its passenger cargo . Hopefully, we can report a positive result in our next 
issue in June . 
If anyone remembers Ernst BORCHARDT from Dunera and camp days and can report 
anything of interest of the man 's past, please contact us, the grandson would be most 
grateful to fill in many gaps in the family history . 

VISITORS to AUSTRALIA : Frank BERG ( Franz JULIUSBERG) born Nov.1920 in 
Breslau , with his wife Sylvia , from London , have this SAGA HOLIDAYS itinerary : 
SYDNEY arrival 7 February early morning from Los Angeles , booked either Gazebo or 
Boulevard Hotel. Rest of day free , except evening dinner with travel party . 8 February 
free evening, departing following day but back in Sydney 24 Feb . and a free 25 Feb . 
Frank has Henry Lippmann 's and Ossie Wolkenstein's phone numbers who 
presumably will be able to arrange the usual hospitality gathering . 
MELBOURNE arrive 21 February late pm from Mt. Gambier , Rydges or Carlton Crest 
accommodation , have contact phone nos. Kurt Lewinski and Horst Jacobs . Apparently 
touring 22 Feb . but free day 23 Feb. before leaving for Sydney . 
Frank was in Hay camp 8 , this is first visit back to OZ. 

Leonhard ADAM's daughter Marie-Clare , offered the Adam exhibition catalogue 
proceeds to our association . The Committee decided to share the total of$ 795 equally 
between the Tatura Museum and the Jewish Museum Melbourne , both of which 
deserve continued financial support and gratefully acknowledged same. We thank 
Marie-Clare for her generosity, she had covered the expense in Israel of this extremely 
well prepared brochure, apart from all the other expenses in getting the pictures to 
Australia and framed . 

HAY War Memorial High School History Competition . Once again , we donated a $ 100 
pr~e for the best essay by the year 10 students dealing with some "Dunera n subject . 
This year the students had to deal with the topic of the important aspects of the Dunera 
event for the people of Hay and the Australian community . The Bibliography used wre 
all the well known books, all in their Library , as well as local documents , eg the Riverine 
Grazier , their personal interviews taped in Sept. 1990 at our 50111, and local research . 



.:>l""t:.vl/'\L MUMt:..:> v1s1tS to some or our 1ess ronunate comraaes wno can no 1onger nve ..., 
at home would be most appreciated . At present we know of these two : 

Erwin FRENKEL, Special Accommodation, 854 Centre Road, East Bentleigh 
John GRESHAM , Weerona, :400 Waverley Rd. East Malvern. 

HAY CAMP 7 BANKNOTES continue to 
attract increasing collectors' interest. Recent 
dealers ' auctions brought some astonishing 
results . Some .. negotiable" notes, i.e. as 
issued to us at the time, numbered and 
signed , and in mint condition, brought up 
to$ 3000 (less commission & expenses). 
One trial printing uncut sheet as illustrated 
brought $ 7500. It came out of the C/wealth 
Bank Hay branch. It must be a real rarity. 
Max Bulluss, a prominent member of the 
Numismatic Society, Sydney, is keeping a 
computer record of all the notes that have 
been through auction sales and/or have 
been made known by owners in Australia 
as well as overseas. The present tally is 
over 200. Three years ago (0/News 29) 
Bulluss recorded 186. The original number • 
printed was about 1000 each , or ? ? 
By order, at the time, they had to be 
destroyed as they contravened currency 
regulations. There must be more about. 

Mike Sondheim, Jan. 1997 

Hay Internment Camp trial printing of the One Shilling 
in an uncut vertical pair, non-black print phases, and 
printed on both sides with each face of the sheet 
showing both the obverse and reverse types. A couple 
of light folds on this excessively rare, if not unique item. 
Comes with the Commonwealth Bank Envelope (Hay 
Branch) within which this group of notes has to date 
been stored. $7,500 

. , · Hans Lausch . 
! ' ' &:Jr :habll;phil. et' rer .nat. (Vlndob.) 

Associate Professor of Mathematica (Monash) 

Dear Mr. Son.dheim, 

At the Dunera . Luncheon you were kindly inquiring about the 

progress about my project on contributions to the development of 

mathematics in Australia by refugees :from Nazi rule. ; Here is 'my list' of 

Dunera mathematicians: Felix Behrend, Hans Buchdahl, Walter Freiberger, 

Julius Guest , Martin Loeb, Friederich Mautner, Stefan Peto , Rainer Radok, 

Uwe Radok, Gerry Schaefler, Mendel Weisser. 

I am very thankful for good advice I received from several people 

during the Luncheon. As I mentioned then, my information about Ma~tner, 

especially post-1980, is still scarce. 

Kind regards, 
1996-11-19 



Henry LIPPMANN sent us this article from the FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG 
14 October 1996. Quite a number of our boys on return from Australia 
joined the Forces, first the Pioneer Corps, and got into the thick of the 

invasion, some paying the supreme sacrifice. 

The JEWISH HONOURS LIST sent by Peter Eden , London, is printed 
in this issue - it shows six names we can identify as DUNERA BOYS 

Unter den ersten in der Normand ie 

Im zweiten Weltkrieg dienten zehntausend Deutsche in der 
Britischen Armee - von Peter Leighton-Langer 

H eute sind sic altc Herren und sehen 
nicht so aus, a1s ob sie jemals etwas 

.mdercs get.an hatter., aJs ihren biir~lichen 
Bcrufen nachzugchen. 1hr Alter stempelt sic 
zu Kricgsteilnchmem: daB sie abcr etwas 
Besondcrcs gctan batten, ist ihncn niche an­
zuschen. Die meistcn von ihnen lebcn in 
England. andcre sind i:iber den Rest der 
Welt verso-cut. sclbst in DcutschJand findet 
ma n welche. Die Rede ist von den ehemali­
gc:n Mttgiicdem eincr Kommando-Einheit 
der britischcn Anncc. die offiziell die Bc­
ze1chnung .. J . Trupp, 10. K0mmando·• 
fuhrtc. Mcistens wurdcn sic aJlerdings .• X­
Trupp·· genannt. c:m Name, den Churchill 
x: lbst ihnc:n ec:izebcn haben soil. wahrend 
man im Lon<lo'rier Kriegsmm1stcrium c:her 
vom ,.briuschen Trupp 1m interalliienen 
Kommando ·· sprach. Besonc:lcn die lctztc 
Bezcichnung abcr war falsch u.'ld dazu an­
getan. Informationssuchcndc uber den 
walucn Chara.k:tcr der Einheit in dic Irrc zu 
ffihren, denn mit Ausnahmc seines ersten 
Kommandantcn, der em Waliser und somll 
ein cchle1" Brite war. hatten unter seincn 
Mitglicdcm fast alle die dcutsche Staatsan­
gchorigkeit - ~ damals auch fur Osterrei­
chcr und Sudctcndcutsehc gaJt -. und die 
wcnigcn anderen waren ungarischcr Nauo­
naJitat. Ein Dane war auch dabci . 

Die FaJcten uber d.icsc Einhc-it sind zwar 
schon se:it den sicbziger Jahren dcr OtTent­
lichkcit zuganglich. rnerlcwiirdigcrwcise 
aber hat sich in Deu tschlan d noch nicmand 
die Mu.he gcmacht. Liber sie zu beric:hten. 
wobci dicsc Truppc doch sichcrlich die er­
folgrci.chste F onn des deutscben Widcr­
standc:s ~ die Nazis war . Der X-Trupp 
wurdc 1942 bei Harlech in Nordwales auf­
gestcllL Seine Existenz unteriag bcsonderer 
Gcheimhaltung. Von Anfang an war er 
cine der effektivstcn Einlieitexl dcr briti­
schen AmlCc . Seine Mitgliedci" arbcitetcn in 
Gruppen von zwei bis ffinf Mann , die mci~t 
anderen Einhciten zugeteilt wurdcn. Wo 
1mmer sic: emg~tzt wurden. waren sic an 
vordcrster Front. So batten sie uberall 
schwere V,.rlustc, die abc r immer wieder 
durch Frciwilligc erset:zt wurdcn, wo-wegen 
im Laufe der Zeit mchr aJs 120 Mann im 
X-Trupp d.ientcn. Von dicsen wurdc:n sieb­
zehn zu Offizieren befordert. drei ffir ihre 
Tapferkeit im Felde, weitaus mehr a1s m 
jc(ier andcren Einheit ahnlicher GroBe. 

Die Mitglieder der Kommandos wareo 
aber nicht die einzigen Deutschen. die zwi­
sch en 1939 und 1945 die britischc Uniform 
trugcn . Insgesamt gab es wn die 10 000 
deutsche Mitglicdcr dcr britischco Streit­
bafte in den Kricgsjahrcn. und die briti ­
schc Amiee hattc cine Zeitlang sicb2chn jc 
300 Mann starkc unabhangigc Piooierkom­
panien, die cntweder auss::hJidVicll oder 
zum allergroBtcn T eil aus Dc:utschcu bc­
standcn. Auch etwa 700 dalbChe Frauen 
dic:otc:n in dcu vic:rzchD Allied Yo/WJteer 
Platoons des AMxinary TeniUH:ial Ser­
vice • . tlc:r Jl'Ciblicbm ~ dcr 
Atmcc. Dazu lcamcn die Wcbm::iterkom- · 
panien allcr LuftlandedivisioDCD, in dencn 
bis zu 40 Prozent Deutsche dicntcn. und 
Tauscndc: von einzclnen ~iJtschen. die in 
a.lRWaffenpttWJFU dcr ADDCCi auf den 

~~.~. . dcr , ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ Luft 

• • CD dic:se ~?'in England hatte 
es schon De~ gegci:."!D . . Ia J 8. 
u 19 . .Jahrbundc:rt wai'r'Oeutsch nicht nur 
die £e des Konig!W~ aucb in der 
Lond r City gab cs 7.cdm, zu dcnen 
man fast sovicl Dcutach-w Englisch 
ho ne, und ahnlichcs gait fiir ~ andercr 
$~ wie ~Ord, S~'Jld auch 
Bristol. Vicic dercr, die Deutsch sprachen. 
waren Juden, doch war auch die ZahJ dcr 
nichtjiidi,chcn Deutschen betrachtlich. 

Von 1933 an stromten jahrlich Tauscnde 
von FluchtJingen auf die lnscl, und dic:ser 
Strom warde von Jahr zu Jahr starker. 
Doch nur dcnen. die glaubbaft macbm 
konnten, daB sic dcm britischen Staat nicht 
zur Last fallen wiirden, wurdc das begehrtc 
Visum erteitt. Diejenigen, die es crhieltcn. 
warcn also entwedcr ' begiitcrt . oder sic be­
sa.Oen irgcndwclchc Fertigkeiten. an dcoc:n 
cs in England feh.lte, oder abcr es stand fest. 
dafi sic England schnell wicder verias5aen 
wiirden . 

1938 lcamcn Oste rreicher und Sudeten­
deutschc, dann schon zu deut schen St.aats­
angehorigen gewordcn. zu den Dcutscben 
aus dem Reich, und im g)eichen Jahr be­
ganncn die bekannten Kindenranspon.c, 
wobci jud.ische und christJiche Hilfsorgani­
satiooen Kinder von rassisch Verfol gtcn 
nach England brachten. 



Die erwa 70 000. die sich zu Kncgsbe­
ginn 1939 in England befanden. waren cin 
bunter Haufen. Mehr ah djc Halfte diirftc 
ofTIZicll Jiidischcn Glaubcns gcwesc:n scin. 
doch gab es auch cin starkcs Element von 
Leuten. wclchc , von den Nurnberger Gcsct­
zen zu Judcn oder Mischlingcn ~t. 
sich sdbst nicht rum Judentum bet.anna::n; 
dazu lcamcn die politischen Fliichtlingc uod 
schlieBlich auch cine nicht zq vernachla.ssi­
gcndc Gruppc von unpoli6schen .,ari­
schen.. Deutschcn . Gcnaac Ziffcrn sind 
nicht bckannt. Die gro6e Mchrhcit war 
burgcrlichcr Herlrunft. doch mw3tcn die 
Emigranteo in vic1cn Fillco den soziakn 
Abstua zu mincllosen Asyiantcn cricidcn. 
was viclc, bcsondcn "llllter den .Jfmgen::n, 
our s;hlecht verkraftetcn. Nicht ganz zu 
Unrccht fiihJtc sich manchc:r von scinm 
Wohltitcm ausgeniitzt. Etwa zwc:i Driad 
cntstammtcn dcm altcn Rcichsgebiet, wo 
sic von uberall hertamen , und das restlichc 
Dnttcl bcstand groBtcntcils aus OslCTT'Ci­
chern. vor allem aus Wien. 

In Deutschland warcn die Fluchtlingc 
dcr HitJer-Oiktatur ausgclicfert gcwcscn . 
Sob ald sic nach England kamcn, wolltcn 
sic sich rcvanchicren . Sic warcn Judcn, Dc ­
mokratcn. Sozialisten, Konscrvati'IC llDd 
sonst rccbt fricdfcrtige Lcutc. lhrc Einsrcl­
lWlgen ,mgcn oftmals --. amrinandcr. 
[hr ciozirs gememsames Zicf warder Sturz 
des NS-Regimes. Sie warca -bcn::it. jcden. 
der dicscs Ziel hatte, al,. Bo:od'csgicoosscn zu 
akzcpticrco. Den Krieg, dc:n Hitler in jedc:m 
seiner au.Benpolitischc:n Abentcuer rislticrtc . 
e.waneten sic mit UngeduJd : 

Als er bcgann, verlangten vicle sofon. in 
die britischen Strcitk.raftc aufgenommen zu 
werden . Bcsonders die Jnsasscn eincs 
fliichtlinpl.agcrs in Richborongb., Kent. 
WO an die 3500 jiidiache Fliichtlinge io fast 
unbeheizbareu Baackcn untergdxachl wa­
ren. wurden aJctiv~ Zu diesco kamcn aucb 
Freiwilligc von au&rhal~. Die Britcn abcr 
glaubtca ihncn nichL 1hr cigcncr Patrioti.5-
mus uud ihrc Ul)lahigkeit_ sich in die Lage 
dcr Deut,chcn Zll 'IICJ'SC't2l:n, fiihrte dazu. 
da8 sic iP den Fmcbtlingeo d>Cll our Dcut­
S&:hc siabc:n_ Auch bckantc NS-Gcgnc:r­
wmdcn ~. vcroadatigc Fcindam. 
laiMlcr-bebanddt. Ebcnso ~ dcoeu. die 
ldl aJs Solda!CI' mckktce., Mi&:raUCl cut­
FPD. ~so -~ sic am Anfang mzr in 

UDbewaffnc::te F.inhc::itco des Awciliary Mi­
lilary Pioltea I Corps , c:ioer Art Arbc:its­
dic:nst. aufgcnommcn . 

Die Ct'SlcD scdas K.ompmjcn VOD jc JOO 
Maun YUtdc:o Anfang 1940 aufsestdh. 
Von dicscn kamcD funf aach Frankrcich 
und waren dort im Mai 1940. als die Dcut­
schen Frankreich uberrannten. Zwe1 der 
Kompamen waren in Le Havre. als die ;tlli-
1cne Nordflanke zusammenbrach . Sic wa­
rcn die eiilZlgcn Truppcn, die den Angre,­
fcm entgegengcstellt werden konntcn. Un­
bcwaffnct_ wic sic waren . wurden sic IIl.lt 

der Sich erung dcr Stra& vor Harflcur be­
trau t, und erst am Tag. nachdem sic m Stcl­
lung ge~ngen waren. erhielt jede-r der 600 
Mann cm Gewehr Zu ihrcm Gl uck kam 
kcio Fcindlc ontakt zustande . Sic wurden 
~ch R.enncs zuriickge:zogen , wo man sic 
wtcdcr entwa ffnete. was in einer der Kt)m­
panien fast zu eincr Meuterei fiihrtc. -\n­
statt i~rc Ge-w:ehrc ordnungsgema.£3 abz11ge­
ben, licllen die Soldacen ihre Wa/Ten auf 
den Boden fallen. An Stelle emer Bcstra­
fung jodoch handelten s1e sich die Achtung 
ihn:r Otraiere ein. AlJc ffinf Kompa.nicio 
wurden am oder um den 16. Juni ub:r St. 
Malo oder Brest nach England zu~ 
gebracht. 

In den folgenden Monaren Vl:tsahcn die 
Pioneers Hilfsdicns te in den voo ·der deut­
schcn Luftwaffe angegriffcnen Stadt.et, wo­
bc:1 sic schmerzhaftc Verluste crl inc, 1~ Sic 
WUTdcn a~h rum Bau von Vertc1d,4;ungs­

·~Jlap "2D8f:3Ctzt. 1m April und Mai 1940 
'WUl'dc::n fast alJc roaxmticben deubche- , Zivi ­
tis:..~ in England intcrnicrt.. Schoo kunc 
2.c_it spat.er abcr wurde ihncn_ die Gdep­
bcit gcseben, stall dcsscn auch den Puin«rs 
~ . und fast 3000 waren da.ru bc­
reiL So kamen ooch wcitcrc neun ,u deo 
urspronglichen scchs Pionieer-KOtnJ:anien. 

DuRh ihrc Bcrcitschaft zur Pflichterfiil~ 
lung sclb.5t unter den miBlichst en Urnstin­
den und 1hre allgemein hervo~cndc Fuh­
rung erwarben sich die Pioneers bis 1942 
dann doch so viel Vert rauen . daO man sic 
bcwaffnete . Etwas spate-r wurdc ihnen aucb 
der Bcitritt zu fast alien Tcuen der briti ­
schen Scrcnkriif tc gcstanec. Von da an 
konnten s1e auch Offizicrc wcrdcn . Zu jCTlcr 
Zeic aber wurde ihnen naheg c:legt, an Stelle 
1hrer deutschen Narnen englische Tamna­
men anzunehmen. so dafi s,e im Falle einer 
Gefangcnnahme nicht aufficlcn . ObwohJ 
keine pcrmanentc: Narnensandcrung beab­
sichtigt war . blieb cs fiir die meisten dabci . 

Die memen der jiing eren Pioneers wur­
d_en zu anderen Waffengammgen trans fe­
nen . 11.,,dur ch s1e a ls emzelnc: in fast alle 
Regimentc:r der Armec. in die Marine und 
m die Royal Air Fo rce tRAF) umen. Dort 
wurden s1e wie alle anderen bcbandelL wur­
den ihn:a Fahigkeiten nach berordert und 
nahmeo an da1 Einsatzen ihrcr Einhcit.en 
so wic jccler andere teil. Aus dcr Pioneers 
lta.men 216 zu den Panzem. ~l zur Artille­
rie. 174 znr lnfantcrie, I 16 zu Sondercinhci­
ten, 17 zu den Segclflicgcm. 75 zu den Fall­
schirmspringcm, 110 zu den Kommandos 
und 20 zu den andercn Fronttruppc:n. 80 
wurdcn zur Marine versctzt und 25 zur 
RAF. 996 wurden vcr-,ch1cdenen tccbni­
~en Enbeitcn der Etappe zugctcilt . Da­
durch wurde die Anz;J,J dcr Pio,seers auf 
wen1ger als 2500, mei:st a.ltere Leute, rcdu­
z:ien, was zur Autlosung mchrerer Kompa-



men fiihrtc. Oanacb mddc:tcn sich ooch­
mals ~re tauscnd Frciwilligc, die dann 
dirckt in bewatTnete Einbc:itcn cintreten 
konnten Wld n.icht cnr Pioneers werden 
m1;&eo. 

Unter denen. die zu ·den Fallschirmja.­
gcrn lcamen , wurden die meisten den so~e­
nannten Wegbereiter-Einheiten zugete1lt. 
Die warcn iiberall als erste dabei. In der 
22nd Parachute Compan y. die am Abend 
vor der Invas ion der Normandie hinter den 
deutschen Kusteobefestigungen absprang, 
waren ein Viertel · Deutsche . Zu etwa einem 
Viertel deutsch war auch die 21. Kompanie. 
die in der Schlach t von Amhe1m im Sep­
tem ber l 944 den c:rsten Absprung ausfuhr­
te und das Nordende der Rheinbrucke bc­
setzte. Dort hamen sie umer BeschuB zehn 
Tage Jang aus, bis Montgo_mery das Signal 
zum Riickzug gab . Fur die Deutschc:n m 
der brinschen Annee war das die verlust­
reichste Einzelalction im ganzen Krieg . 

Andere Alcuoncn, bci denen Deutsche 
auf bntischer Seite in groBerer Zahl teil­
nahmen Wan:I1 Monte Cassino und dcr 
Obcrg.u;g iibcr den Rhein bei Wese l, die 
Kampfe auf Walchercn und die Abwehr 
der letzten Offeris1ve der Wehrmacbt in den 
Ardennen . Da ltam auch - ginzlich unbe­
absichtigt - die letzte de'. noc~ ruci1c ~ufge­
losten Pioneer- Kompamen . die 220 .• m d3;5 
Schlachtgeschchen. Sic w.u:...zu fo.rstar~ ­
tcn in den Waldem bc1 St . Hubert, als dJC 
dcutsche Offensive bcgann . Obwohl sie kei­
ncswegs ab. Kampftruppe ausgebil&:t war , 
gclang es ihrc:n Mannem dcnnoch. di~ vor­
riiclcende:-i d:ur -scben Yerbande auf Jlr.!m 
Abschni n zwci t'agc iang a-:.:fzuhaltcr. 

Na.ch britiscllem und viclfach auch nach 
dcutschem Recht uod vor allem nach ihrem 
eigenen Verstandnis warcn diesc Soldaten 
wahrcnd des ganzcn K.rieges Dcuc.,chc ge-

'. bliebeo denn bci Kricgsbcginn stellten cfie 
· Bnt.cn 'alle _i;inbii_rg_e:Ungsverf~r~ _ Cl_~ ­

Nur m Ausnahm cfallen crh.ielten Deutsche 
die britische Staatsburgerschaft nach dcm 
3. September 1939. In dieser H ins1cht un­
tersc he1den s1cb die deutschcn EtnJ_grante:n 
in England wcscntlich von dcnen. diem die 
Veremigten Staa tcn gelcommen waren. 
Dort wurde die Einburgerung ge~ rde1: 
und Jcdem Deutsc~ in .?~ ~rik.am­
schcn St re1tkraft cn die Moghchlcot gcgc:­
bcn. auch St.aatsb iirgcr ru werdcn . Mehr 
als 14 000 Emburgerungen m den Vcrcm 1g­
ten Staaten stehen knappc 40 im Verem1g­
tcn Komgre1ch gegenubcr . Erst v? n Ende 
1946 a.n wurdcn die , wdche es wunschten . 
in England eingcbiirgen . 

Unter dencn. die ciar _ _; <I.aociwarc n und 
dann oder spat.er zu hohcn Ehrcn bmen. 
waren Sir Geoffrey Elton (Ehrenberg aus 
Prag). Professor in Oxford und laogiahriger 
Pra.sident der Royal Historical Society . 
und Sir Ronald Grierson (Gri eBmann aus 
N iimbcrg ). Fallschirmspringcr. spat.er Ban­
ker und Unternchmc:r. Paul Scr,cctcn !Hor­
nig aus Wien). aus dem X-Trupp. wur de 
ProfC3.SOr in Oxford und Boston UDd Kon­
suJent dcr Weltbank. Anhur Kocsucr. der 
aucb d.as Drehbuch fur cincn Film zu die­
sem Thema licfertc, war our dcr bekannte­
ste unter vieien Autorc:n. Eine Zcitlang 
wurden die Musiker, die bci den Pioneers 
dientcn. rum Southern Command Sym­
phony Orchestra wit.er der Leitung von 
Max Strietzel. einem Wiener Symphonikcr. 
zusammcngcfa& . Johanne, Kolz, dcr 
Dcut.schland 1937 fluchtutig verla.s.scn 
mu.&c. wcil er sich gewcigcrt hatte, Hitler 
zo ~ticrc:D. war a-=b dabci Etlicbc 
sind nach Dcuuchla.nd baiehun~ 
~ zurickgdm:hn.. lJOla' ciaai wa-

rcn Dr . Walter Wodak. der spitcn: Gene-
ralselcrctar im Wiener Au.&na.mt. und Ja­
kob Bindel, dcr zum Bundc:s.sckrctar der 
SPC wurde . Ken Bartlett (Billmann aus 
Miinchen ) wurd e Chefdramaturg dcr Ham­
burgischen Staatso pcr . Dr . Hans Hachen ­
burg aus Mannheim und Herbcn Sulzba ch 
aus Frankfurt macbten sich um die Bun­
dcsrcpublik Dcutschland vcrdicnt und wur ­
den nu t dcm Bundcs verdic-nstkrcuz gcchn . 
Hans Ornstein war Yorscand.ssprccher der 
dc ut.schen BP von 1946 blS 1957 Doch smd 
das nur einige wemge von viclen. dcren :--ia­
men bekannt sind 

Ober die Goc:hichtc dicser T111ppe und 
ihrc Mitglicdcr siDd bmp' zwc BuchcJ-va-­
offentlicht wordcn, J undc:ntand the 
risks.. voo Norman Bmtwich (Gollana. 
London, 1950). JCit videa Jahml vcriri(­
fcn. und - allcrdings nur iibcr die Ostcrrei­
cher - .,Mit Spat cn . Waffen und WortenM 
von Wolfgang Muchitsch (Europa Verlag, 
Wien-Zun ch , 1992). "fen Comrrnu1~ow 
von Ian Dear (Cooper, London, 1987) ist 
die Gcsch.ichte des 10. Komrna.ndos, die zu 
einc:m bctrichtl ichcn Tcil vom X-T rupp 
handel t. und einzclnc Deutsche, die in vcr­
sch1edenen Einheitcn dicntcn , werden in 
den Geschichtcn ihrer Regiment.er crwahm. 
Dariibcr hinaus bcsteht ein nam cntlicbes 
Register , in dcm minlerwcilc mchr als 1000 
Narnen und Einzclhcitcn von Mitgliedem 
dcr Truppc fcstgehaltcn wcrdcn. EirJC Ko­
pie dieses Registers licgt im lnstitu1 fur per­
sooengeschichtlicbc Forschung in Bc:ns-­
heim. Ein Buch aus der Hand des Autors 
i,t in Yorbcmtung. 

• 
Der AUi.Of , 1923 in' w- g,cbon:n. um 1938 
,ait Hilfc dcr Qulk.cr na::b Enpud. 1941 aid­
detc er !idl fn:IWillig zu den Piooic:rcn ~ WW'• 

de !Chlidllich bnwchcr Art1tlene-Off1ZJCT. & 
lcbt hculic Ill 8m<bcsm l.n dcr 8crptnBc. 



BOIIOURS PLAQUE OF JEWISH REFUGEES FROM GERMAIIY 
AlfD AUSTRIA WHO LOST THEIR LIVES AS MEMBERS 

OF THE IIIVASIOII FORCE . 

This plaque in the Ex-services Association was photocopied by Peter Eden, 
London 

Gerson MADER 
Leo REDLICH 
Alfred SALOMON 
Richard LEHNIGER 
Alfred FELIX 
Heinz ABRAHAM 
Fritz BERNSTEIN 
Leo BISCHBURG 
Gert BUKOFZER 
S. BUCHSBAUM 
H.M.GOLOSTEIN 
Willy GROSS 
E.8 . HOWARD 

(HERMANN) 
Heinz KIWI 
Emil MESNER 
Samuel MIRSKY 
Gerhard NEUMANN 
Uli LAUFER 
W. PHILIPPSEN 
L. ROSENTHAL 
Andor REISZ 
Kurt SALOMON 
R. SELIGSOHN 
S. SCHWARTZE 
Samuel TUTASZ 
Ernst WEINER 
Otto HESS 
Jakob EHRLICH 
Arpad KAEMPFNER 
Franz SPIELER 
MULLER-SCHOEN 
Georg RUBIN 
W.AUERHAHN 
JackALBALA 
Georg A. BARTH 
Walter BUNT 
H.J. COLEMAN 

(KUGELMANN) 
P.C. DENBY 

(DREYFUSS) 
F. FLETCHER 

(FLEISCHER) 

E. FOSTER 
(FRAENKEL) 

Eric NATHAN 
J. RICHMOND 
K. RUSSEL 

(ROSENBERG) 
B. TAYLOR 
I.KOWALSKY 
B.R. LAWTON 
G. LOBBENBERG 
H.LODER 

(LILIENFELDn 
Hans ROSENFELD 
Edward STOCK 
Ernst SIMON 
W.SANDFORD 

(SUNTZ) 
Siegfried TURKL 
M.WINSTER 

(WEIL) 
C.WALLACE 

(WAPNITZKI) 
H.WERTHEIM 
Peter WEISZ 
J.H. DEAN 

(DEUTSCH KRON) 
A.H. SEYMOUR 

(SACHS) 
R. HALFORD 

(HERRNSTADn 
Georg KESTEN 
Willy KIRSTEIN 
Guenther LAUFFER 
W. LANDAUER 
X. ANSON 

(ARNSTEIN) 
BERKOWITZ 
M. BARRIN 
(BLUMENTHAL) 

Fritz BECKER 
Friedrich BRICHTA 
Alfred EHRENFELD 
M. FALK 

H. J. LADEWIG 
Rudy FALCK 
A. HAMLEY 

(BAUCH FELD) 
C.H.JACOBY 
Josef KAHN 
E. KAGERER-STEIN 
F. LEWY-LINGEN 
G. MONDSCHEIN 
H. MOODY 

(MEYER) 
MELVILLE 

(MEYER) 
A. PICK 
W. PORTER 

(PORTNER) 
T.PATERSON 
U.SAUNDERS 

(SALINGER) 
K. STEEL 

(ROSENSTIEL) 
Salomon TEICHER 
Ignaz TAUSSIG 
Eric J. HELLER 
Victor WOLFF 
I. HORLEY 

(COHN) 
Pinkus SCHUL 
Friedrich SCHUCK 
Fritz STARK 
EmstLENET 
S. HAMILTON 
MaxWIENER 
$ .STORMONT 

(STEINBERGER) 
E.WEBSTER 

(WEINBERGER) 
T. KLEEOORFER 
Hubert MAYR 
MaxPICK · 
P. WEINBERGER 
Robert LODGE 

Kurt E:GLAUBER 
Oskar GRUENWALD 
Paul HOLLOS 
T. BLEACH 

(BLEICHROEDER) 
F.M. O'HARA 

(BERLINER) 
MA . HOWELL 

(ROSENBLUETH) 
P.VA .WELLS 
G.M. FRANKLYN 
K.W. GRAHAM 
E.R. LAWRENCE 
MaxLODDY 
C. NORTON 
G.B. STREETS 
H.ANDREWS 
K.J. GRIFFITH 
C.W. HOWARTH 
E.R. VILLIERS 

.We apologize for 
any errors that 
would be due to 
poor reproduction 
from the original 
plaque 

(The Ed.) 



SYDNEY uDUNERA "ACnVJTJES 

On fl' September '96 , the day of our arrival 56 years ago, Henry Lippmann had 
arranged a meeting at the MARITIME MUSEUM , inviting a number of prominent people 
among the total of 78 Dunera people and their friends, among them 

Mr John EINFELD, Najex , Mr Gerry LEVY, NSW Jewish Board of Deputies , 
Sister Marianne DARCY, Archive of Australian Judaica, Ms Margaret PIPER, 
Refugee Council of Australia, Mrs Mary JARVIS, Pres. WAAAFs, 
Mrs Ray WIMEBERG , Sec., Mr. Arthur ROSEBERRY (Families at War History) 
Ms Debbie LEE, Dept. Immigration & Multicultural Affairs, Konrad KWIET 
Prof. History & German Studies , Peter HERBST, Prof . Philosophy Canberra, 
Steve·n CASTLE, Prof . Multicultural Studies Woollongong Univ. 
Rabbi Jeffrey COHEN, Director Sydney Jewish Museum 

The major DISCUSSION messages by the various speakers were -
"Don't remain silent over he treatment of refugees" 
•No longer tolerate intolerance" 
'What presented itself as a terrible misfortune (The Dunera episode) 
turned out to be a stroke of luck for a number of success strories" 
8The Dunera experience serves as a successful example of resettlement" 
8The whole country can benefit from being open to refugees" 

~ \1 t\;)~0'? 
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BERN BRENT at a friend's place in Boston, USA, in May 1996, came across this most 
interesting page from one of the two volumes from Victor KLEMPERER "tch will 
Zeugnis abgeben bis zum letzten", Tagbuecher 1933- 1945 Aufbau Verlag Berlin 
1995, dealing with the locality "Dresden", dated August 1944 : 

,\ll!!ll'I 19-l-l 569 

kh mul.~tc meinl' ekndrn Sdu1h\! wicUl'I mal 7.urrl'.htn:1-
t;~n b,:-.l'l1. kh \\ ar hl·im dritll.!n jiidi:-.rhcn SrhustL'r. Der 
er'-te. cin ril·,i~•cr ru,,1,d1cr .lud1..•. lkr ,rinl' \\\•rk,tatt in 
lk'r SJhll\Tg.1:-.,1..· halll'. hat :-.idi im t ;l.,follfllis l'l h;111gt. lkr 
zweitc. Fri!'-,chmann. !'-,iL~!:~rit \Vc~~l.1l'll - s1..•inc Alfarc hahc 
ich nn1:1.'rl. Ocr JrillL'. ~~slawalt '1;11 sirh :-.cin Atdit'r nc­
bcn Waldmann ci11gcrid1tl't: 11:h lcnitL' ihn !,!l'!'-.tern kl'lllll'll. 

:-.ah tinJ h:1nc ihm 111..·1 l.kr Arb"-·it zu. Lin 111:1g1..·rcr schwar ­
zcr Mann von cinundfUnf1 .iµ .l.!hrcn. (htjlHk. di1..• Sprarhc 
tbtJij1 ~-:liirhl "1 durrtL' rin ~-di;i ,dh:r I l;11Hhn·rkl·r.;m,­
~chcn unJ n.:Jcn. Er hat , l lr,km gl'!'-,1..·h h 1s!'-,crt. er i!'-,t i m 
fricJ1..·n:-hcrur •>alk·:---gcv, c,1..·n. wi\! er ,ag1. Film! ?J urn.I 
Ge:-.d1iifi...rciscnd~r. Er hat d11..· Ml!.lh.'l in Thl'rl'sil'n,wdt. 

•,einen Sohn in Austra l1en inttrrf~riJSchustcrt 1..'inc Tnl'h­
t~r ~,:krnt1..· "r;111\..cn,l ii\\ c-.i1., in EP!' l:111d Er lwha1hkl1,: 
mich Jllit Lanlid1\..l.·it und Re,p--·kt. 1..kn l'n ,ft-... sor. den »!-,il' 
\Oil ,c111cm Lehr'-Luhl ~t·i: t t!i li :1bc11« hie). L'r ,v;p· 111rh1 ,u 
bc,veg1..'ll. Geld rur ,;l.'illL' ~;ihl ·; .... ·i Zll ih~iit111,.·n. \V;,, i,:h \Dlii 

»Ju1,.lisd1L'n<, \\"i..iH~L'·.1 kh !'-,;1g1 ... •. !eider l::1111..· it:_h ~~·in.: hc-1 
oraischen Kennt 111,,L' . - \,Al,ci do(h \\ llrtl' \\'tr L'llll' Bm­
~hc. cinl' Miu .wa?« l1.:h hl'!'-.land zur Gcniigl.'. Ohrigens i,t 
nattirlid1 auch dic:-.er Mann Mi,chchcmann. lln<l dann: Er 
hat lwim Sprcd1l.'11 uml /\rlwiien furchth;m.: /.ud.u11~e11 
de, gaazcn Knptcs unJ halh;,.•n Obcrki 1rp1..·r:-.. al, Fnlg1..' ci­
nrr Ver,1..·hUttung i 111 ~r~1c11 \\' cit krieg . d . 27. X ! · 

1 ... 1 

27. A11.~11,1. S,111111<1g 11:11111g 

Gestcrn n~1d1mit1;1g ,,·ar St ... ·initz h1L'r. Fr ,:1:;te. 1..kr Sd1u­
s11:~ S:i,l:l\\·,\..i 'L'i 111l·h1 dcuhL·h1..·r i d d,11ld:11 ~c,,·,, ,en unc.l 
ni•.:hi \ cr,t:ilttlll'l "111 ,kn. sc111 Z ·11crn ruhr~ \'ll:ll KZ dl', 
Drit1en RL'iches her. -

D.:r Bomhcna\,\\ 'lll"f Uher Freital -Di",l;._d1cn-Birkigt soil 
r.ri)Bt:rcn Sd1aJ\.'11,·c11irs,1dll h.11,1..•11. al, er~t angl'lllllllllll'll 
~nmk: lltHl.'r l'i1wm Blln\..,·r hq!r.1hcn li1..·:!l'll narh opti111i­
'1i:-d1L'm Cicrikht , 1crunJ~1..·d11ig. 11ad1 ~t:hw:ir1c1.:m 
zwrih11nd .. 'rl hi-;, 1n hi11,,.kr1 I .1..'it·11c11. lb nit· Ct•11,,11L'' ,.l'r­
L1ff,:n1l1·~·h1 wird. ~dwn 11ati11 lid1 di1..• ,d11tm11htrn< 1l'llll°llll' 

Joe SASLAWSKI, in June, after seeing this article, wrote from Brisbane that it was a 
nervous disorder. 
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THE "EMIL WITTEN" EHIBITION 
JEWISH MUSEUM MELBOURNE 

I was privileged to open the special exhibition of Emil Witt.enberg's collection of 
sketches and drawings on 10 November 1996 . I had known Emil since Hay Camp? 
days but had no knowtedge of these fantastic drawings depicting typical scenes from 
the Dunera and our life style in camp . Although many of our artists used the same 
subject material , similar .camp and landscape views , all the drawings differ by the 
artist's personal approach and interpretation . 
Emil's artistic capabilities extended into other areas. While he was an architect by 
profession, he gave his help to our entertainment in camp by becoming the no.1 stage 
designer for many of the shows and not only enjoyed by us but very much so also by 
the Officers and NCO's invited to attend . Just to name a few : 

"Journey around the World" (Tatura No. 2, Nov.1941) 
"Snow White joins up" ( • " , Christmas 41) 
"Sergeant Snow White" (First Anniversary 8th AEC at Melbourne 

University Union Theatre , April 1943)_ 

Emil joined the army with us in April 1942, until discharge in October 1945 . Captain 
Broughton awarded him a stripe to UCpl, probably a reward for his contribution to the 
Snow White show . Remember the Producer Doc Sternberg became a Sergeant even . 

After the war, Emil had a furnitur e shop in Chapel Street, many may well remember his 
artistic designs . Unfortunately , he died relatively young at 56 in 1966 , leaving behind 
his loving wife Gertie . 

It seems that most artists get full recognition only after their deaths , this exhibition 
following only 3 months after the successful Leonard Adam show, another Dunera Boy, 
and which was staged by the Tatura Historical Society . 

George Halphen followed the introduction with these more personal aspects of Emil's 
lifetime: 

"Ladies & GenUemen, 

Firstly I would like to thank Gertie for inviting me to say a few words about her late 
husband Emil. My late father Peter Halphen and Emil were great friends . This has also 
given me the opportunity to focus in on my father . 
By coincidence, Emil and my father went to the same University in Vienna, and were 
both volunteers in the Australian Army . They met in Australia through Gertie's Uncle , 
and immediately a very strong friendsh ip was formed based on strong cultural and 
intellectual background . 
I knew Emil from the time I was 4 years old. He was always very kind and helpful to me 
in a time when many adults were less patient. As I grew older I always appreciated his 
well meant advice and wisdom . 
The highlight of their friendship was their association with the "Kleines Wiener 
Theater" , where my father was already a key actor and he introduced Emil to the 
founder Peter Watkins who was a very charismatic character . Emil, a well known 
architect , became the stage designer , and at this time in the late 40 's and early 50's, 



his designs were the envy of all other theatre groups, and he quickJy developed a very 
respected reputation. 
He was also a poet, and at the end of each set of performances he would prepare 
humorous poems depicting the idiosyncrasies of all the actors and their parts. This was 
a highlight of the group and helped their bonding and greater enjoyment of their hobby. 
Emil and my late father brought with them a love and appreciation of the arts from that 
old European School of Culture. People with the artistic flair of Emil Witten are rare and 
our community is poorer without men of this calibre" 

Mike Sondheim. 

From the Archive of Australian Judaica 
University of Sydney 

Thanks Lo a granL from the 
Ethnic Affairs Commission 
o f $ l 000, Phantasia 
Judaica and Mi Adir and 
Sheva B'rochot have now 
been published by the 
Archive. The firsl, was 
irutially composed by Boaz 
Bischofswerder for four 
tenor voices while on the 
Ounera, and then adapted 

for violin and piano in the 
Hay Detention Camp. In 

Boaz Bischofswerder's Music 

1995, Felix Werder added a 
flute part to his father's 
composition. The second, a 
collection of synagogue 
music for weddings was 
arranged for piano and 
organ by Boaz 
Bischofswerder while at 
Hay and Tatura.. These two 
volumes are now available 
from the Archive for 
$25.00 each, plus postage 
($S.00 or $10.00 overseas)._ 

The music is unusual in 
that it is possibly the only 
known example published 
that was actually written on 
the Dunera and in the Hay 
and Tatura Detention 
Camps in Australia. Its 
preservation has now been 
assured. The origina l 
manuscripts were donated 
to the Archive by Mrs 
Hemda Patlcin in 1994. 

THE ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIAN JUDA/CA- University of Sydney 

Possesses quite a collection of DUNERA MEMORABILIA by various contributors 
including a number of Dunera Boys. 

/vrybody desirous of contributing further items, eg personal diaries, should contact Ms 
Marianne ::>Acv at the ;:-ISher Library, Sydney University 2006. The Archives receives 

~,.. ~ Llt>Pmann has had close personal contact over the vears. 
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In the Dunera Records he appears as MATTHEUS KOELZ under which 
name he is also remembered in Hay Camp 7 as well as Tat~ra as an artist 

of many capabilities . 
In Du~era ~ews 27 of June 1993, Kurt Lewinski and Peter Lasky recall the 
two ingenious sculptors of violins from solid blocks of Eucalyptus, Alfred 

Huettenbach, and the same Mattheus Koelz. 

We reprint extracis from an article in the UK Telegraph Magazine sent in a round~bout 
way by Fred ROSE (Toro~to) via Paul Altmann, as well as by Stephen Dale from 
London. On the same subJect, we also received from Max Arnott a shorter resume 
printed in the Jewish Chronicle 27.9.96, London. 
To all the above, our thanks for the contribution and their interest - keep it up. 

In 1937 Johannes Koelz, a German painter 
· and outspoken opponent of Hitler, fled 
to Britain. Before he 

did so he cut up the panels 
of his masterpiece, a triptych 
condemning r- ~ war, and distributed portions 
to some of f~~ his friends for safe-keeping. 
Sixty years lY.jj later, his daughter Ava is stil, 

picking up the pieces 
She can't remember her early experiences because 

she has blocked them out. Her travails stemmed from' 
the stubbornness of her Gcnnan father, Johannes 
Koelz, a gifted painter who, as Eva admiringly puts 
it, 'wouldn't let fate grab him by the short and cu."1-
ies'. Life in Hitler's Germany was always going to 
be difficult for Koetz. who had Communist sympa­
thies. Invited to paint Hltler's portrait, he told some­
body high up to get stuffed. He was that son of fel­
low. Eventually he had to take drastic action, whir.,h 
Ava has never quite got over. 

In 1937, before fleeing the country, he decided that 
the only way of saving his masterpiece, a harrowing, 
luminous anti-war triptych, whose panels were each 
8ft high and 7ft wide, was to cut it into small pie~ 
and distribute them among friends and family as the 
Nazis were breathing down his neck. It is these 
pieces that Ava Farrington is grittily trying to hunt 
down. She believes the work was cut into about 20 
pieces and so far she bas managed to collect SlX lt's 

a quest that has occupied her for the .past 2S years. ' 
Scan Rainbini, a curator at the Tate Gallery and an I 
ally in the hunt, has seen Ava's photographs of the 
original work. He describes it as 'very strong'. 

In 1923 Hitler staged his abortive grab at · 
power in Munich, the Beer Hall Putsch. Hitler 
was subsequently imprisoned for the attempted 
coup, but 16 of his followers were shot down 
by the policemen on hand, one of whom was 
Johannes Matthaeus Koelz. This incident 
is the staning-point for Ava Fa.rrington's 
over-arching theory about her father: 'He 
was always m the wrong place at the wrong time. 

Ten years later, Koelz was contentedly enscon 
at Waldeck. painung, doing book illustrations. H 
was sought after in a small way, with a pretty, intel 
ligent wife devoted to what turned out to be a futile 
task: making his life run smoothly. But in 1933, 
Hitler came to power as Cbanccllor. Aware that his 
name was probably on a hate list somewhere, Koelz 



fled to Yugoslavia with Claire and Siegfried. The 
three lived outside Sarajevo and Koclz did many 
book illustrations for a Swiss publisher . 

In 1935 Koelz returned to Bavaria \loith an assu­
rance that his role in suppressing the putsch would 
-not -be held against him. It was during this period -
aro~d ~e time of A~a's b~ - that Koclz was pro­
ducing his best work, including the triptych. which he 
had ~gun in 1932. A photograph from 1933 of the 
work m progress shows a soldier , crucified in the air 
a~ve a_nigh~ landscape . To the left and right, 
SOClety 1s depicted : soldiers, women, children and 
malevolent churchmen. According to Sean Rainbird. 
·it looks extremel y interesting; it is certainl y more 
than competentl y don e. With its use of a medieval 
model and its combination of allegory and reality , it 
could be compared to the works of Otto Dix who 
was working in a parallel realist tradition. • ' 

/{ 

TRADITIONAL REALISM, Koelz's work 
would not have met the automatic wrath of 
the Nazis, but unfonunately he combined 
high humanitarian principles with a big 

mouth . In 1937, during amiable banter with five or 
six fellow artists, Koelz denounced Hitler in his 
usual trenchant language . 'In a flash.' he wrote 
later, 'I knew I was alone.· Koelz was summoned to 
the county court for insulting Hitler , where be faced 
a j udge who was an ~~e _ur l~dsca~t~J.I ~ 
was let off. · · · • · ~ 

Later in 1937 a general in the SS dro ve up outside 
Koelz's house. The general said that Koelz had been 
selected to paint a portrait of Hitler , for which the 
Fuhrer himself would sit. It was, perhaps, partly , 
Jure to keep this potential dissident on the straight 
and narrow. The fee was seductive , but there was 
one condition: Koelz would be required to wear a 
brown shirt while be worked . Unwilling. as be later 
put it, to identify himself with 'a crowd of adoles­
cent nitwits ' (the Nazi Party) , Koelz refused . 

Weeks later Koelz wanted to visit Italy and went 
to the local police station to have his passport 
renewed . After a long wait while files were con- I 
sulted, Koelz was esconed at pistol pomt for an I 
audience with an inspector of the political police. 
When be saw the inspector, Koelz realised that he 
knew him. The inspector 's name was Muller, and 
Koelz had last seen him lying in a hole in a moon­
scape with his leg blown off. Muller , artificial leg 
and all, was holding a warrant for Koelz's arrest on 
a charge of spreading 'pacifist propaganda ', but be 
put the form in his desk drawer and said, 'It will stay 
there for 48 hours. Goodbye and good luck, Cap­
tain . • A loyalty forged in the shellholes of France 
had overriden loyalty to Hitler . 

Koelz was a fanatical hiker all his life and knew 
the Karwendel Alps well. He figured out a route 
over the border using poachers' tracks and involv­
ing the crossing of two raging streams on tree-trunk 
bridges. He then summoned his family with a coded : 
postcard. Only his wife, Siegfried and Ava would 1 

accompany him; Qaire 's other two da\lghters , young 
adults now, were old enough to look after them• 
selves in Germany . Two days later - to cut short a 
perfectly good thriller plot - the four were sining on 
a hillside in Austria eating a victory picnic. 

They went to Prague, Rotterdam and then , in 
1939, to England, with Hitler 's amiy snapping at 
their heels and Ava going down with diphtheria. to 
be followed by whooping cough . 

In 1940 Koelz was sitting in the garden of h is 
rented cottage in Oxted, Surrey . He bad just carved . 
from the stump of a wind-broken poplar tree , a like­
ness of his three-year-old daughter's serious. wide­
eyed face. His daughter stood next to him, holding 
her mother 's thumb (all the early pictures of Ava 
show her gripping her mother's thumb and looking 
terrified) . Suddenly , a policeman was in the garden . 
Koelz was wanted for 'an interview ·. 

He was interned on Lingfield racecourse with other 
- mainly Jewish - refugees from Hitler . They were 
herded north to Liverpool , kicked on to the troop­
ship Dunera and told they were going to Australia . 
For many weeks, the aliens lived in a dark., swirling 
hold amid their own effiuent and vomit . Again ,i ' 
Koelz's remarkable gift for getting a raw deal from · 
history is displayed. Having escaped Hitler be ran into . 
one of the more glaring moral lapses in Britain 's 
conduct of the war . One image bas seeped into Ava 's 
traumatised memory of this time: of her mother , 
alone , constantly crying . On arrival in Australia , 
Ava 's father spent a leisurely but boring year in a 
mile-wide, barbed-wire compound in a place called 
Hay . In 1941 he took the chance of a desk job in 
London alongside other aliens in the Pioneer Corps. 

Koclz found a measure of contentment after the 
war . He had survived, after all. But the neglect of his 
work depressed rum. In 1946 one of his paintings 
was rejected by the Royal Academy . Ava recalls , 
'We went to London to fetch it , and be never said a 

_word going or coming back. His realist style was 
just not the in-thing in England at that time . Again 
.be was in the wrong place at the \\Tong time.' . 

..._ For most of the Fifties the family lived in Staf­
·ford. Koelz taught an and worked constmtly , but 
life was spartan . His uncompromising , melanchol y 
way with a poruait persisted, and his unsentimental 
depiction of Lord Nelson, bead of English Electric. 
was smartly rejected by the subjecL Ava 's mother 
died in 1957, which left Koelz disoriented . For all 
her father's quixotic heroism , Ava says, 'It was my 
mother who was the strong one in that relation­
ship ... Every day she cleaned. his shoes and waited 
at the gate for him to come home from work .' 

In 1963 Koelz moved to Ireland with a new com­
panion, Outside Cu.rrag)ass he found a cottage rem­
in;c,:ent 1'f Waldeck. His painting became looser, 
more impressionistic ; he remained an exemplary 
technician , but Sean Rainbird fmds the later paint­
ings less interesting them those of the Thirties. Koelz 
died in Ireland in 1971. 'In the end ,' says Ava , 'to 
my horror really, he asked for a priest .' 

I
N 1992 A VA ADVERTISED in a Munich news­
paper for people who knew her father to come 
forward . There was one respondent, a woman 
whose mother-in-law bad known Johannes and , 

Claire, and who'd seen one oftbe bishops' beads from 
the triptych in a house somewhere she couldn't rem­
ember . She also put Ava in touch with the boy, now a 
man, who modelled for the cherub on the left panel. 
Ava discovered that the model, prosaically grown into 
a Munich dentist, bad the fragment on which he was 
depicted and another from the same panel. 



In June of this year Ava returned to Bavaria to , 
make another round of archives and museums. She · 
was interviewed ·by a Munich newspaper and, on her 
return to England, received a letter from Ouistine Har­
gasser. a woman who, as a teenager, bad helped look 
after Ava when she was a baby atHohenbrunn. Ava 
immediately booked another flight to Germany. 

When the two women met, Christine showed Ava 
a portrait of herself at 14, painted by Koelz. Then 
the two set off on bikes to the tiny settlement of 
Hohenbriinn. In a magical afternoon, Ava and 
Christine walked from cottage to cottage, ringing 
the bells on garden gates and meeting the elderly 
inhabitants of the hamlet. Orie woman - a Frau 
Vogl - invited Ava in and showed her a part of 
the triptych that bad been given to her mother by 
Koelz. It was a depiction of a,_cbµd's ban$, tak~ 
from the right-band panel. 'Then.' says Ava, still 
moved by the occasion, 'she just said, 'Take it." • I 

There were two further breakthroughs this sum­
mer. Ava bad a blow-up made of a photograph o~ a 
piece of her father's work w~ch bad _long been m I 

the possession of a Bavanan cousm. Ava had 
always believed that this was simply a study for the 
triptych. But the blow-up revealed it to be Pai:1 of 
the original oentre panel. She was also recently given 
pennission to read the Home Office file on her 
father, and the experience bas heightened her sense 

of the injustice of his fate. Amongmany fruitless let­
ters from her mother pleading for Koelz's release 
from his Australian wle are frank notes from vari­
ous Home Office officials. The thrust of them all is 
the same, but one is especially stark: Th is man 
should not have gone overseas.• 

Ava is determined that her fa!her's work will be 
exhibited. The Leicester Art Gallery has expressed 
an interest in exhibiting the triptych. using blow-ups 
from the photographs of the original to fill in the 
missing parts. But this would cost Ava money she 
doesn't have. Koelz's other paintings are spread 
about England and Ireland. Maybe someone read­
ing this article bas one. Ava would like to locate as 
many as possible. She herself has 40 of his finished 
works. There's a bleak landscape of his in an Inns­
bruck Alpine museum, and a still life in a Munich 
gallery. Otherwise, says Ava angrily, 'There isn't a 
solitary record of bis place in German art.' 

Now Ava is packing.her father's documents away. 
It doesn't take long before the story that she has 
tried to get the world to notice is back inside the old 
paintbox. I ask what keeps her going, and she thinks 
for a while. 'I just think that if I couJd establish my 
father's reputation, it wouJd be a vindication of a 
really _hard life.' D 

Dr. RUDOLF DUNN (DANZIGER) 

RUDI DUNN on his first trip to Australia since Hay camp days, made contact with a 
number of our people in Sydney (Henry Lippmann) and Melbourne. He visited Australia 
attending a "Right to Die" Conference . 
Rudi and his brother Henry (Heinz) already in Hay worked in their profession, as 
doctors assisting the Army M/O, as did a number of our other medicos. Rudi was fully 
qualified , Henry about 95%, both with Cambridge degrees. They returned to the UK on 
one of the first transports , and were allotted positions by the British Government. 
Postwar, the British Health system was not to their liking, they migrated to Vancouver, 
Canada. Rudi remained a GP, Henry became a specialist physician. 
Rudi , like a number of similar cases recently, expressed regret having dropped all 
connections with Dunera boys but made up by meeting with some of his old friends 
who shared Hay Camp 7 hut 20, the Freeman (Friedlaender) brothers in Sydney and 
Martin Shelton (Schoenthal) in Melbourne . In fact, in a short visit to Tasmania , he also 
met with Paddy Pearl at Henry Lippmann 's suggestion. 

Reported by courtesy of Martin Shelton. 

Dr. Rudi Dunns address : Suite 125, 15366 -17" Ave, Surrey, BC V4A 1T9 Canada 



PETER STADLEN 

Following the Obituary in our June 1996 issue reprinted from the TIMES, Klaus 
LOEWALD has written of Peter's life and achievements not published in the press, and 
on a personal basis following his long standing friendship since "Hay days". 

"My theme is another part of his life which the English obituaries shamefacedly omit as 
well. Peter Stadlen was interned in London together with his younger brother Eric, 
transported to Australia in the DUNERA, and kept successively in Hay, Orange and 
Tatura camps. 
In these camps he provided important, necessary, indeed overwhelming contributions 
to the cultural life of the internees. After well-meaning individuals and organisations had 
provided musical instruments, a piano, and scores for orchestral, choral and chamber 
music, he began to prepare and introduce serious presentations for the internees . He · 
practised the piano as frequently and as long as the hut which housed it was at his 
disposal , for it also served other purposes, such as readings, camp school courses , 
stage shows, and religious services. In the course of his sojourn in the camps , over 
about 15 months, he gave recitals with works of Beethoven, Schubert, Chopin, 
Stravinsky and others. 
This is not especially astonishing for a professional pianist, nor is the fact that for such 
performances it was appropriate to invite the Officers of the army guards at the camps . 
More amazing was the energy with which Stadlen created a male choir from his 1000 
fellow internees, while at the same time he transcribed various choral works, including 
Austrian folk music and compositions by Lully and Orlando Lasso, as well as Mozart's 
12th Mass, so as to adapt them to the available voices and the orchestra of a few violins , 
a viola , a cello, and piano. He led the performances of these compositions in 
extraordinarily good presentations. It became clear later on that the Mozart Mass had 
been composed by a man named Zulehner, fittingly translated as 'appropriator' ( of 
Mozart's name) . 
The performance of this Mass was a sounding success , yet this was exceeded by the 
presentation of Handel's oratoria 'Israel in Egypt' adapted by Stadlen, like the other 
choral works, to the male voices and few instruments, and conducted by him . It was 
especially the repetition of this work in the Tatura camp, a short time before his 
departure for England, during which the choir and the, orchestra sang and played their 
hearts out, rising to a quality and enthusiasm such as I hardly ever encountered later 
on in the war as a free man in Melbourne and Sydney. 
The obituaries mention Mozart, Beethoven, and composers of the 2rl1 century as 
congenial to Stadlen, but they overlook his great love and outstanding interpretation of 
Schubert's sonatas and shorter pieces. In this he shared the reputation of Arthur 
Schnabel whose playing of Schubert surpassed that of other composers ' works which 
are usually cited as his 'forte'. 
Stadlen's brother Eric , on his return to England , worked in radio. When I was 
interviewed in London about Cyril Pearl's DUNERA SCANDAL, the name of Stadlen 
came up, and the interviewer told me that everything he knew about radio work he 
owed to Eric. Peter died a few months after his brother. 
Apart from my ·greatly expanded knowledge of compositions which I thought I knew as 
well as Schubert's major works, I owe to Peter Stadlen the revelation of this composer's 
Diabelli-Variation, an intricate and delicate short piece, which is not so widely known as 
Beethoven's gigantic effort. And my great good fortune to sit next to Peter as he 
oractised 'The Raae over the lost Pennv' is unforaettable. 

't 



He was a serious and witty man, in camp the leader of a hut housing an astonishing 
assortment of fellow internees, largely intellectual and regarded somewhat askance by 
outsiders . It was a delightful and stimulating group of people and included the 
mathematics teacher and violinist Stefan Petoe who later married Peter's sister . I was 
eventually able to join this hut community , and since the late 1950's I have called on 
Peter and his family on the numerous occasions of my visits to London . For more than 
50 years I have lived in his debt, I am happy to make this small contribution to his 
memory." 

Klaus LOEWALD 

HANS JACOBUS ( BERLIN ) SENT US THIS LITTLE STORY 

It must have been the Camp called ORANGE , on the other hand might have also 
been TATURA, it used to be a racecourse . 
Our huts were located in the middle of the field around which the jockeys used to run 
the horses in peacetime when there were no internees in the way of sportive 
excitement . We could walk around the course, and were allowed on the grandstand . 
From one of the upper rows, you could overtook the beautiful landscape and dream of 
life at another place, and with your family , and maybe even a girlfriend , whatever that 
meant, one did not know a great deal about such things - except one could dream . 

But there was a very special atmosphere , if one was lucky enough. Music could be 
heard from underneath the grandstand. An old piano in one of the rooms downstairs , 
somehow joined by a violin that found its way into the camp. PETER ST ADLEN was 
one of us, I have forgotten the name of the violinist . They played Beethoven 's "Spring 
Sonatan for violin and piano. Since then I have heard it many times in the last half­
century , but there in the camp it was the very first time . 
My parents were musical people but had no instrument. I did not know classical music , 
and we had other problems when the Nazis came and threatened our lives . 
So, this sonata brought me in touch with music , under very rare special conditions . 

Later, on the way back to Europe on the "Stirling Castlen, a fellow refugee by the name 
of Landau tried to explain to me the difference between C-major and minor, but without 
success. I never was able to read music or by hearing a piece, decide which major or 
minor that might have been. It must have been very trying for Landau . 

Anyway, back in London, I visited as I had promised , Wolfgang Leidert 's girlfriend , and 
I gave her a present of the Tschaikowsky Violin Concerto - alas only the first part, I did 
not have enough money to buy the whole work, then on records . 

The only result of that visit were that I took to going to concerts, almost weekJy ( and 
unfortunately alone) in the Royal Albert Hall where they had the "Promenade Concerts n. 
For one Shilling you got standing room only at the rear of the wide circle . But that way I 
got to know composers, from Bach to Shostakovitch, and artists like Myron Hess and 
John Barbirolli , and acquire the habit of listening to and understanding classical music . 
Sometimes I think to myself how it would be to hear a Beethoven Sonata performed on 
a race track . Maybe it can be likened to an old love - never like the first time . 

Hand Jacobus rejoined the ranks of our readers , he lives at 
Gartenstrasse 5, 12526 Berlin .German 



~E _N SUTT~~ - ( Kurt Suesskind ) : MY PERSONAL BACKGROUND 

I was bom 1907. The milieu I was born into was very religious . My late father was very 
keen that we attended Shul as often as posstl>le. Our household was kosher milchig and 
flcischig was strictly separate. etc. etc. 

My grandfather Jacob Susskind was Cbazau at the Great Synagogue in Hbg whi~h was 
later burnt down by the Nazis. ID those days people looked down on O,azaus a.Dd other 
servants of the Shul as a lower class and the rewards were less than meagre. My 
grandfather had a wonderful Tenor voice and so wonderful ·that the great Caruso once 
went to Shul just to hear my Grandfather singing. Grandfather bad 10 children - some 
died at birth - One went early to the USA and only came once to Hbg to pay us a visit. 
That was during the greatest inflation in the year 1922. The rest of the brothers united 
themselves into an Ex and Import business which grew to a very important firm. They 
employed about 15/20 people and had a big warehouse right in the city of Hbg. The firm 
flourished and for example had the sole agency for Slaungers Sports articles for Europe. 
As they became more financial they decided to free Grandfather from the burden of his 
job and bought him a flat in Hbg where be lived with his daughter Berta and saw the rest 
of his life out. I remember him well because every time I saw him he gave me a coin. 
The other grandfather who lived in Berlin was an extremely nice man but as a child I had 
a feeling that the marriage was not the best. His trick was to show us how he could make 
a coin disappear from his hand and I admired him for that trick. 

F.conomic conditions in Germany were excellent in the time from 1900 until 1914. We 
were ruled by Kaiser Withclm 1st and the Jewish people suffered the healthy 
antisemitism. No violence. However the Kaiser wanted Lebensraum. and the 1914 War 
started and lasted until 1918. The only man who defied the Kaiser was the founder of the 
Hbg - America line Albert Ballin a Jew. But the Kaiser was keen to go to war as Hitler 
was in 1939. Ballin at that time committed suicide and his judgment was so true - When 
in 1914 the war broke out the people danced in the street to show their joy. However that 
changed later into tears - ID 1922 the inflation became so massive that wages were partly 
paid out in the morning because by the time night arrived the Deutsche Mark sank deeper 
until a loaf of bread reached the price of 1 million Deutsche Mark. 1'1be time between 
1922 and 1933 was full of street fights between the brown Nazis and the C.Ommunists. 
Before they came to power they made their own laws and shot anybody whom they 
suspected of Anti Nazi activities. We bad a cousin whose relation had the name of Smith. 
One morning when he OI>CJ:led the house ~oor be was ~t on account of a, wrong identity. 

In 1933 the bead of the Susskind firm died and the firm was broke. My late father asked 
me to take over and to see what could be done. As Hitler banned imports I had to think 
what could be done to manufacture something on the premises. I went to London and saw 
a certain Embroidery bag which took my interest. I made the first bag ready to apply for 
a patent and got it. After that I bought 8 industrial machines to manufacture the pertinent 
bags and my supplier of Ping Pong Bats made the timber frame and the bag became a 
great success. I went to the big mills to buy hundreds of rolls of suitable material -
mostly Satins and Clrintz and my factory flourished. Apart from that I wholesaled a lot of 
other articles. I had two young travellers and provided them with cars who brought me 
every day heaps of orders. They were in their 20's and did their job more than excellent 
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to keep the factory going. Even Auntie Hanny was working in the factory. The year was 
1938 when I went t~ Vienna to offer my bag to the big stores over there. 

I went to one of the biggest stores in Vienna - showed them the bag and the manager,; 
told me he was very much interested and will give me a big order. He said - would you 
mind to wait a couple of minutes I have to get my order book, I said that is 0.1( . When 
be came back with the order book he asked me arc you Jewish - I said YES and he ran 
away from me as if a crock has bitten him. 1bat gave me -the idea to call it a day. My 
sister did not leave Germany at that time because she was of the opinion Hitler will not 
last longer than 3-6 month! . My antisemitic experience before my trip to Vienna also 
contnbuted to strengthen my belief that there was no future for Jews in Germany for a 
long time to come. 

When travelling for business by car the following banner was hanging over the main street 
of die VILLAGE 

a.. 

"Jews drive through this village at their own risk" 

Needless to say I pressed my foot hard on the accelerator and was out of it in no time. 

When pn the way to work some morning in Hamburg I passed an advertising pillar which 
showed a large poster saying 

" ALL JEWS ARE MURDERERS " 

signed by the notorious Julius Streicher. 

All these incidents gave me a warning to leave Germany as quickly as ~ible . 

After my arrival back from Austria I arranged my Visa and passport because I felt the 
.ground is getting too bot. I ~ right and left Germany by Messerschmidt. After that 
Hitler showed his true face and round~d up all Jews and robbed all their possessions. 
Flats, houses · and every thing that was inside. The future looked bleak and hopeless. 
Naturally a few tears came nmning down my face while flying to London. The plane was 
not to compare with todays ~ing machines . It could not achieve much height over the 
ground and always flew back towards the sea and then the machine looked as if it wanted 
to fly into the sea and disappear . 

Looking back it was my worst flying experience. In London I went to Woburn House 
where all migrants met. There were thousands of people waiting in the great Hall to get 
permits for work and live in London. The woman who attended to my case said I have no 
hope to stay in England and for her the case was closed. Scotland yard wanted to deport 
me back to Germany as I was considered an illegal alien and so I was overwhelmed with 
hopelessness . I did not know what to do while standing in the Great Hall surrounded by 
thousands but I bad a quick idea to ask for help anybody who is standing nearby and I 
asked a tall man standing near me whether he would advise me in my predicament. He 
said there is only one woman in the whole of England who can help you and that is Miss 
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Ruth Miller. I thanked him for his advice and saw Miss Miller the next day. It did not 
take longer than 7 days that I had the permit to my in England and to work either as 
employee or as a business man on my own. 1bat was a terrific success . 1bat happened 
in 1938. I got immediately in touch with my .... father in Stockholm who was prepared 
to do business with me. I sent him samples and we were in business . At that time 
women started to knit socks for the unavoidable war to come and I supplied his various 
orders but apart from that I started to supply all big stores in London from Sclfridges to 
Harrods and the business gave me great pleasure and profits . Everybody now was waiting 
for Hitler to set the ball rolling and Hitler started in 1939 and the war was on. life was 
not worth a c.cnt. The wealthy ones fled with their children and left their luxury flats 
empty. I happened to make enquires for such a flat and the price was dirt cheap so I took 
it. In the meantime I made the acquaintance of one exceptional nice divorcee and as we 
got along so well I asked her whether she would like to live with me in the new flat and 
she said yes - However, in those days to live with a girlfriend was a sin according to all 
religious codes. So I asked a learned man for his view and he said "If you don't do it, 
somebody else will do it" that made my girlfriends adventure a reality . We kept house 
together in harmony until May 1940 when two officers from Scotland Yard suddenly 
visited us one morning and I was under arrest. They were gentlcm4ln - very polite and 
said they knew I was living with a woman. They asked me to make myself ready to come 
with them and I will have to appear before a tn"bunal and the whole thing will last no 
longer than a couple of days and everything will be back to normal so I need only a rug 
and toiletries what sounded all very plausible and nice . Before leaving they asked me 
whether I would like to go to the bedroom and say goodbye to my girlfriend which I did 
and that was the last time in my life that I saw her. 

I was put in a bus and we were driving through Marble Arch and I felt that was the end 
of one chapter in my life. I was herded into a large racitg course the place named 
Kempton Park and had to sleep on concrete, not terdbly comfortable a little bit on the 
rough side. 1bat went on for some time until they shifted us to Manchester and billeted 
us · in an old factory with broken windows and dirty concrete floors which was our 
sleeping ac.commodation. From there after weeks we were sent to the Isle Of Man and at 
last we got decent accommodation in a boarding house . I was together in· a room with 
another person who made it a habit to piss from the first floor on to the beads of the 
soldiers who were guarding us day and night. 

On4iay we were told that we will be shifted the next morning . A small boat took us to 
Liverpool wharf were I saw a very long queue of prisoners waiting alongside an overseas 
liner which carried the infamous name "Duncra" while the soldiers were guarding us with 
rifles and bayonets they searched every prisoner for money , jewellery and other valuables 
and stole it. The soldier who searched me was so nervous he overlooked to take my 
wristwatch because it was high up under the sleeve. After the search they guided us into 
the boat and down a long staircase until we reached the lowest deck. Due to wartime 
nobody knew the destination and even if they knew nobody would tell us. · we were 
surrounded completel y by barbed wire. SoldieIS were stationed outside the barbed wire to 
guard us. Our accommodation was not as luxurious as Pentridge jail. 1bcre was 
absolutely nothing for our comfort . The bare floor and a few tables. We had to sleep on 
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the bare floor for 72 days. We were lying on the floor side by side like sardines in a tin. 
The stink was terrible. No air conditioning and no windows. In the first few days we 
had Kotzers and Schiisscrs and at the bottom of the staircase and at the top of the 
staircase one of our man was standing to call out what sort of a man was going up and 
that went so . I have here one Kotz.er and one Scheisscr and so it continued. We had it 
very easy to settle down because there was nothing to settle down. Even our little bit of 
luggare was in no man's land. So we really bad nothing . to worry about - having no 
luggage, no papers like passports, etc, no tickets and no cabins so all told we had nothing 
only what we had on less any valuables we bad before. We even had no toiletries and 
being without a toothbrush gave you a disgusting feeling in the mouth and when I saw a 
man with a toothbrush in his hand I raced after him and asked him whether he would lend 
me same for 2 minutes . He did and that was like a gift. We were never allowed on-deck 
only for exercise everyday, 20 minutes . Gradually with no sun, stinking air and little food 
we developed the same skeleton fashion as they developed in Dachaun etc. After 72 days 
on the high seas we landed i11 Darling Harbour and a train waited for us to take us to Hay 
on the brink of the never never . I can never forget Lieut. Carrington who handed me over 
my first packet containing one apple and sandwiches. I did not care whether they were 
Kosher or not they were a delicacy after 72 days of life under abnormal conditions. lhat 
was the start of immigration into Australia . For 3 years I stayed behind barbed wire, after 
that I had a chance to volunteer for the Army which I did and I stayed for another 3 years 
from 43 to 46 in the Aust - Army. I got my naturalisation certificate immediately from 
Mr Calwell who was the immigration minister at that time. 

In 1946 I got discharged . Melbourne at that time was very boring Simon•/ dad will know f v. ""'~ 
everything was closed on sundays except the churches were open . So I opted for Sydney, 
the city with lights with plenty to see and do. At that time the economy was booming. 
Australia was riding on the shceps back. No unemployment - money was lying on the 
ground, one only bad to pick it up. I decided to continue with business and got 
accommodation in Bondi . It was a good average family home and the lady who opened 
the door made a very nice impression on me. There were three children in the home and 
I did not see a husband . I never asked her any private questions and I felt very 
comfortable . She introduced me to business men who lived nearby and I got gradually 
good connections and could stand on my own feet. 

-
The relations between me and the lady were platonic although she would have liked it the 
other way round but I declined due to the fact that she had three children in the house . 
One morning the bomb exploded. She told me the husband arrived late last night totally 
drunk and wanted to kill me. She tried everything to convince him that nothing has ever 
happened between us. Next morning she asked me to help her packing, what I did. She 
ran away and I ran away to find accommodation. My life from here on was orderly . I 
had top agencies and could stand on my own feet. Nothing extraordinary happened except 
that I got married in Sydney and fathered two girls and now I am 87 years of age and live 
in retirement. But the fight goes on in life forever. Now I have to fight cancer and that 
fight will not stop until the end of my life. 
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Aaainst all odds 

A Holocaust survivor 
is displaying! amily 
artworks saved from 
the Nazis. ZELDA 
CAWTHORNE 
reports 

AT THE he1;:hL or the N3ZI 
terror, a Pans 111n Jew armed 
u'lth II chisel went to hls 

~euar and sought out a marble 
,cuip~u re which had come l'rom 
•✓ie:ltla. He knew what had to be 
oonP Griml~·. he hacked awa; • at 
I hi' Heb rew mscnption at Lht: 
:,:.1,.,. or th« hUSl unt!l il. \\'.tS 
t)l.ih:l!r-.&U:d 

Ir, a wn-rl!lea Mtluoum~ ,tu• 
,:,, Lh1s w1eck. Eva de J,mg• 
1>1.a!dt(I. 1,::1z;:d proud!:, at a hronu 
n•n'.:ca of Liu: bust. winch dt:J11,·L~ 
ll• 2 ,,1 Prrtz C:h;lJci . Chief Ra!Jb1 
,,r \'wnn:i lrom 19111·1927. 

··~Iv !lither was only 20 when 
: he rd.bbl sat for him . Extr:iord­
lltJ:;,·. wh,•n ;'OU th!n}: :1bo1..: 1:." 
th~ daugh Ll.'r o! th.- late Karl 
Dulctig says 

"The bro112e 'is going to the 
Jewish Musewn in Vienn:? im­
med iately alter East er . The mu ­
Sl!um commissioned it att.cr I told 
Its drrector la.lot June that I had 
1 M terracotta original. He was 
as tounded .. 

Behind the story or the rabb l·s 
sc-ulptured portraJt, recrea ted 
fir~t m marble and now in bronze . 
is a lemlly saga which not only 
continues, but has been given a 
new lease of life 9.L the just• 
r"n1rh11;hec! nu1d11~ Studio in 
E:ll,,1. Malvern 

··The offici:iJ operung was on 
February 29,'' de Jong-Du?cig 
~.l'JS '·Auout 200 pt:ople crowded 
in. tnclud ing our guest or h():ivr. 
AusLmm Amt,as.saoor Dr 
Stephan Tolh 

"Our res1dc:111 curato r is S,.'~:in 
11..tmschke He asstSted Dad ..i10 
1s a !>Culptor m his own ngh: ·· 

The studio - a delight ru.J J\i:!C:., 
l:1,use - w,\.~ once home lo :h,· 
lJuJd1gs· ac-claimed sculp~oi-:. 
Karl and Slawa and Lhe1r L<:nm., 
champ daughter Eva 

In 1993, Sl!Vl!n years afl~ r :.er 
iather·s acalh , Eva took SlO L'k of 
I !IC" tu.>USE- and ltS we:,Jtl , oi 
'r,•tt~ures. Jnd n1ade a d~r,~!C,'~ 
01.,· I luld1:l' tr:id1uon n,ust i;,· ,.,1: 

Over the next three years, I 
rooms were dismantled and rep• ' 
licated . ..nd :.1 cew section ,;1:rvmi: I 
as a gallery/rectption are a was 

' added . The garden. with it:; 
sculptures. was lett intact. . 

" I'm fully aware how unique 
,his place 1s," de Jong -DuJdig 
says . ·•It w:lS lhe home .ind 
stud.lo or two art1:.;.,; who lived 
and worked together, and wh:it 
I'•1e done here is really their 
conc ep t.. 1·v1: only made it more 
accessible ·· 

Bc,th her parents were borr. Ul 
Poland and raised in Viennll, 
where thP.v met as art student.s . 
rier u'l.'ll .1:mval In 1938, came m 
the midst or turmoil --1 was born 
on February 11. HlUcr marched 
into AusL11:, on March 11 " 

The stoi, · lll hC>w the Duld1gs 
nuL unly cheate d dea t h, but 
:saved mo~t of th1:1r possessions . 
mc!ucting their art . would make 
an ~dgc:-of-Lh('·SC:lt th riller . 

Enough to say that against 
stupendous odds . J<arl and 
S1awa made 11 to· Mc:lbourne. 
wnerc: th ey ca rv1:d out dis-
1.ingui~hcd c;.rcc rs and Eva be-
1·,1mc a 1op 11·11nis ph::y,•r 

Jt was m l!liil. wh,•n ~ht: 11.'l:!S m 
Ji:uropt' LO play Cl Wimbledon 
and m tho: Frt'lll'h Open, that E\'3 
fi.nall:,, pieced tn~cthcr thP evP.nt.s 

that had followed her birth . ..It I 
was thanks to my mother ·s sister 
Aurd ie Laisne , who married a 
Frenchman , that my parems· art 
and turnlture were saved.~ By 
claiming they were hers , my aunt 
was able to get them to Paris , 
where she and my uncle Marcel 
sto~ them ." 

When she visited them m '6 1, 
Marcet asked de Jong-Duldig if 
she would like to see her rather·s 
sculpture s "l followed h.llll to 
this dungeon-like pla ce and 
nearly ll!r,pcd," she say$ 

·'There mu st have over 100 
sculptures down there - includ­
ing t wo or Rabbi Chajez .. 

One was the original 1923 
terracotta head The other was a 
minfature vers:on. which Karl 
Duld!g trea st1Ied till the end of 
his life and IS now on displav 
along with the terracotta at lbe 
DuJdig St.ud10. 

And the marble bust which 
Marcel Lalsn e had rendered 
··sate .. dunng the German occu• 
pation? 

·1t was presented to the Israeli 
Emba ssy in Pr.ns 1n 1948. then 
somehow go: lost, · d~ Jong• 
Duldig says sadly . 
The Ouldig Studio can be vis ited by 
appointmenL For inlormatoon , phone 
9885 6839 
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